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AGENDA 

 
NC #4 Chair Bobby Calderon 
NC #4 Vice Chair Heidi Best 
NC #4 Secretary Amy Brown 
City Council Liaison Council Member Joseph Ayala 
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1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2. Agenda Review 
 This is the time to reorder and/or remove items from the agenda by consensus of 

the Executive Board. Any individual member who will be abstaining from a 
discussion item should announce their intentions at this time. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
 

4. Correspondence 
 

5. Public Statements/Comments 
This is the time allotted for public statements or comments on matters within the 
subject matter and jurisdiction of the Executive Board not on the agenda. 
Statements and comments are limited to no more than three (3) minutes per 
speaker. 
 

6. Informational Presentation(s) 
a. Stormwater Quality Management Program 

No Action: Receive Information 
b. Sandy Fire Update 

No Action: Receive Information 
 
7. New Business: None 
 
8. City Staff Comments 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS 

CITY OF SIMI VALLEY 

http://www.simivalley.org/


If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate 
in this meeting, please call the Neighborhood Council Program at (805) 583-6756.  Upon 
advance notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to provide accessibility to 
the meeting. 
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9. Executive Board Comments 
This is the time allotted for Executive Board member statements or comments on 
matters within the subject matter and jurisdiction of the Neighborhood Councils, to 
give an Ad Hoc Committee Report, or to make any announcements related to 
community events and other items of interest.
 

10. Adjournment: Tuesday, September 15, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Chair Bobby Calderon called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was 
present. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Chair Bobby Calderon asked each 
Executive Board member to introduce themselves to welcome and familiarize the 
group with the newly appointed members. 
 

 

  
2. Agenda Review 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Don Diamond and seconded by Marta Maitles to approve 
the June 16, 2026, minutes as presented. The motion carried. 

 
4. Correspondence 

Staff member Kelly Duffy conveyed that Council Member Ayala was unable to 
attend tonight's meeting and sends his apologies for the absence. 

 
5. Public Statements/Comments 

Resident Josh Gray announced his candidacy for City Council District #4 and 
introduced himself, noting he was available after the meeting for questions. 
Resident Deb Dickerson announced her candidacy for City Council District #4 and 
introduced herself, noting she was available after the meeting for questions. 

 
6. Informational Presentation(s) 

a. Water Conservation Program 
Ramona Mejia, Environmental Compliance Program Coordinator, with the 
City of Simi Valley, presented an overview of statewide conservation efforts 
to reduce the use of potable (drinking) water for irrigating non-functional turf. 
She highlighted Assembly Bill 1572, which prohibits the use of potable water 
on decorative non-usable turf at public, commercial, industrial, institutional, 
and Homeowners Association common area properties, with tiered 
compliance deadlines beginning in 2027. Non-functional turf refers to grass 
areas that serve no recreation or community purpose, such as decorative 

Bobby Calderon  P Don Diamond P 
Heidi Best  P Natalia Santisteban P 
Amy Brown  A Steven Baird P 
Miranda Myers  P Sacha Butts P 
Deanna Block  E Kevin Coe P 
Leroy Leyba  E Susan Derksen P 
Marta Maitles  P P=Present; E=Excused; 

A=Absent 
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strips along sidewalks or buildings, medians, roundabouts, and unused 
patches near signage. Residential properties are exempt. Ramona Mejia 
outlined the City’s compliance efforts, including removal of non-functional 
turf at City Hall and other City-owned properties. These projects were 
completed at no cost to taxpayers through rebates from the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California and a grant from the California 
Department of Water Resources, managed by the Inland Empire Utilities 
Agency. Program goals include meeting state requirements, achieving 
significant water-volume and cost savings, improving irrigation efficiency, 
and creating visually appealing, drought-tolerant landscapes. The 
renovated civic center now serves as a model of sustainable public-space 
design. Resources are available at nonfunctionalturfca.org, with rebate 
details at bewaterwise.com/turf. 

 
7. New Business: None 
 
8. City Staff Comments 

Kelly Duffy, Community Services Coordinator, welcomed the newly appointed 
Executive Board members and highlighted several upcoming community events. 
The Simi Valley Council on Aging will host Harmony for Hunger on August 23, 
2026, benefiting the Meals on Wheels program. This summer, the Simi Valley 
Cultural Arts Center and the Simi Valley Public Library are offering Community Arts 
Workshops. The Library also invites readers of all levels and abilities to read to a 
certified therapy dog on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
National Night Out returns to the Simi Valley Town Center on August 4, 2026, from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Ventura County Supervisor Parvin will host the End of 
Summer Pop Stop on August 6, 2026, outside the Simi Valley Public Library, 
featuring free Otter Pops and a meet-and-greet with the Ventura County Fire 
Department. Kelly Duffy announced that the Youth Ride Free and College Ride 
programs have been extended through June 30, 2027, allowing Ventura County 
students to ride public transit at no cost with a valid school ID. She also reported 
that construction on the Madera Road Bridge Rehabilitation Project is underway 
through July 31, 2026. Recruitment is open for the next Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) Academy, held Wednesdays from September 9, 2026, 
to October 14, 2026, at the Simi Valley Police Station. She also reported that the 
City Council approved a letter supporting a feasibility study on transitional housing 
at the Samaritan Center. She noted that the study does not commit the City to 
funding or approving a project and that the City continues to address 
homelessness through coordinated efforts between the Police Department and 
Neighborhood Services. Kelly Duffy encouraged residents to sign up for the City 
Focus Monthly Newsletter to receive updates directly via email. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nonfunctionalturfca.org/
https://www.bewaterwise.com/turf-replacement-program.html
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9. Executive Comments 
Susan Derksen requested a copy of the Water Conservation Presentation. Staff 
member Kelly Duffy stated she would send the slides to all Executive Board 
members. 
Don Diamond and Heidi Best shared their experience as graduates of the 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) academy and encouraged other 
members to participate in the program. 
Natalia Santisteban provided an update on the Program for Public Information, 
noting ongoing efforts to make the program website more user-friendly. She added 
that residents can access information about properties located within flood zones. 
Bobby Calderon welcomed all new members. 
 

10. Adjournment: Tuesday, August 18, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 
By consensus of the Executive Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
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