
 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL #1 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026, 7:00 P.M. 
CITY HALL COMMUNITY ROOM 

2929 TAPO CANYON ROAD 
    

AGENDA 
 

NC #1 Chair Debbie Gainey 
NC #1 Vice Chair Gayle Luker 
NC #1 Secretary Stefanie Rucker 
City Council Liaison Mayor Pro Tem Elaine Litster 

 

 
 
      
 

 
2929 Tapo Canyon Road, Simi Valley, CA 93063-2199        805.583.6756        www.simivalley.org 
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1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2. Agenda Review 
 This is the time to reorder and/or remove items from the agenda by consensus of 

the Executive Board. Any individual member who will be abstaining from a 
discussion item should announce their intentions at this time. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
 
4. Correspondence 
 
5. Public Statements/Comments 
 This is the time allotted for public statements or comments on matters within the 

subject matter and jurisdiction of the Executive Board not on the agenda. 
Statements and comments are limited to no more than three (3) minutes per 
speaker. 

 
6. Informational Presentation(s) 

a. Water Conservation Program 
No Action: Receive Information 

 
7. New Business 

a.  Consideration of a Conditional Use Permit to construct a Transit Center with 
a 5,275-square-foot solar canopy, eight bus turnouts, and electric bus 
chargers on a 1.31-acre site at 2969 Tapo Canyon Road 
Action: Vote to Recommend Approval or Denial 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS 

CITY OF SIMI VALLEY 

http://www.simivalley.org/


If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate 
in this meeting, please call the Neighborhood Council Program at (805) 583-6756. Upon 
advance notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to provide accessibility to 
the meeting. 
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8. City Staff Comments 
 

9. Executive Board Comments 
 This is the time allotted for Executive Board member statements or comments on 

matters within the subject matter and jurisdiction of the Neighborhood Councils, to 
give an Ad Hoc Committee Report, or to make any announcements related to 
community events and other items of interest. 
 

10. Adjournment: Thursday, September 3, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Chair Debbie Gainey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was 
present. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the Chair asked each Executive Board 
member to introduce themselves to welcome and familiarize the group with the 
newly appointed members. 
 

 

  
2. Agenda Review 

No changes were made to the agenda. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Cindy Slack and seconded by Emmy Sundeen to approve 
the May 7, 2026, minutes. The motion carried. 
 

4. Correspondence: None 
 

5. Public Statements/Comments 
A resident expressed concern regarding the City’s approach to working with 
developers at Lost Canyons, specifically the use of potable water to fill the lake 
and the ongoing grading activities. 
Resident Jill Abele announced her candidacy for City Council District #1 and 
introduced herself, noting she was available after the meeting for questions. 
Resident Todd Taylor announced his candidacy for City Council District #1 and 
introduced himself. 

 
6. Informational Presentation(s) 

a. Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC) Community Traffic 
Calming and Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program – Simi Valley 
Temporary Demonstration Project 
Caitlin Brooks, Program Manager for Transportation Planning at the 
Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC), presented an 
overview of the Simi Valley Pilot Safety Project, a temporary roadway 
demonstration aimed at improving traffic safety and pedestrian conditions. 

Debbie Gainey P Mahmood Bholat P 
Gayle Luker E Julie Kurian A 
Stefanie Rucker P David Lewis P 
Emmy Sundeen P Alan Mann P 
Cindy Slack P David Mosso E 
Jason Gonzalez E Jamuna Ramnath P 
Paul Chandler P P=Present; E=Excused; 

A=Absent;     
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The pilot location, Sycamore Drive and Cochran Street, was selected 
following a detailed crash analysis and multi-factor evaluation, with Public 
Works approving the final site. Temporary curb and median extensions, 
using cones, were installed to test potential safety enhancements. Survey 
responses from 62 participants reflected mixed satisfaction. While most did 
not expect the project to increase their active transportation use, referring 
to human-powered travel such as walking or bicycling, 62% supported 
continued investment in safety improvements. Comments favored revised 
signal timing and consideration of alternative design options. Safety data 
showed lower vehicle turning speeds, approximately five miles per hour for 
southbound right turns and three to five miles per hour for northbound left 
turns, along with fewer crosswalk conflicts compared to typical conditions. 
Next steps include developing final engineering designs and presenting 
results to the VCTC Board on October 9, 2026. The City will determine 
whether to pursue funding for full implementation. 

 b. Stormwater Quality Management 
Jessica Arellano, Environmental Compliance Program Coordinator for the 
City of Simi Valley, provided an overview of the City’s stormwater system, 
known as the Municipal Separate Sewer System (MS4), which is designed 
to carry rainwater off streets and into local water bodies without treatment. 
She explained the City’s Stormwater Quality Management Program, its 
responsibilities under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Permit issued by the Los Angeles Water Quality Control Board, 
and the City’s efforts to prevent pollutants from entering waterways. Jessica 
Arellano summarized key program activities, including industrial and 
commercial inspections, illicit discharge detection and elimination, and 
public outreach. Environmental Compliance staff ensure businesses follow 
stormwater pollution-prevention plans and respond to public reports of 
unauthorized discharges. She also noted Simi Valley’s participation in the 
Ventura Countywide Stormwater Quality Management Program and the 
Community for a Clean Watershed initiative with the Calleguas Watershed. 
Jessica Arellano announced the 2026 Coastal Cleanup Day event on 
September 19, 2026, at Rancho Simi Community Park, encouraged public 
involvement, and reviewed how residents can report stormwater pollution 
concerns. To report illicit discharges, illegal dumping, clogged catch basin 
inlets, and faded or missing catch labels, fill out a Maintenance Service 
Request or call (805) 583-6400. If it is an illicit discharge that is currently 
occurring, please call (805) 583-6400 or (805) 583-6420. 

 
7. New Business: None 

 
8. City Staff Comments 

Kelly Duffy, Community Services Coordinator, welcomed the newly appointed 
Executive Board members and announced several upcoming community events, 
including the Stars and Stripes Social at the Senior Center on July 11, 2026, and 

https://www.simivalley.org/departments/public-works/public-works-maintenance/street-tree-parkway-landscape-maintenance/public-works-maintenance-request-form
https://www.simivalley.org/departments/public-works/public-works-maintenance/street-tree-parkway-landscape-maintenance/public-works-maintenance-request-form


Neighborhood Council #1  Thursday, July 9, 2026, 7:00 p.m.  
Page 3 City Hall Community Room  

 

NC 10/7-26(kr) 

the Free Residential Clean Up and Recycling Day on July 19, 2026, at the Simi 
Valley Landfill and Recycling Center. She shared that the Simi Valley Council on 
Aging will host Harmony for Hunger on August 23, 2026, with proceeds supporting 
the Meals on Wheels program. The Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District is 
offering free summer events, including Movies and Music in the Park, and 
registration is open for the Young Artist Playground Summer Camp at the Cultural 
Arts Center. The Simi Valley Public Library is hosting an art exhibit titled 
“Unearthed a Story”. National Night Out will return to the Simi Valley Town Center 
on August 4, 2026, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Ventura County Supervisor Parvin’s 
End of Summer Pop Stop event will take place on August 6, 2026, outside the Simi 
Valley Public Library, featuring free Otter Pops and a meet-and-greet with the 
Ventura County Fire Department. She announced that the Youth Ride Free and 
College Ride programs have been extended through June 30, 2027, allowing 
Ventura County students to ride public transit at no cost with a valid school ID. 
Recruitment is underway for the next Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) Academy, held Wednesdays from September 9, 2026, to October 14, 
2026, at the Simi Valley Police Station. Kelly Duffy noted that the City Council 
adopted the FY 2026-27 Annual Operating Budget and the Five-Year Capital 
Improvement Program on June 8, 2026, and that a measure proposing an increase 
in the Transient Occupancy Tax from 10% to 12% will appear on the November 
2026 ballot. Kelly Duffy also reported that the City Council approved a letter 
supporting a feasibility study on transitional housing at the Samaritan Center. She 
noted that the study does not commit the City to funding or approving a project and 
that the City continues addressing homelessness through coordinated efforts 
between the Police Department and Neighborhood Services. She encouraged 
residents to sign up for the City Focus Monthly Newsletter to receive updates 
directly via email. 
 

9. Executive Board Comments 
Emmy Sundeen stated she enjoys the New Business Showcase in the City Focus. 
Alan Mann announced an open house event at his synagogue and noted all are 
welcome to attend, with a RSVP required. He also inquired about proper disposal 
of cans of paint. Executive Board members stated that both latex and oil-based 
paint can be disposed of at Dunn-Edwards, located on West Easy Street. Kelly 
Duffy added that the City provides a Household Hazardous Waste drop off service 
for all City residents and noted that information is available on the City’s Household 
Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Program webpage. 
Cindy Slack, a member of the Simi Valley Library Foundation, provided an update 
regarding the City’s efforts to acquire ownership of the Simi Valley Public Library 
from the County of Ventura. 
David Lewis inquired about the grant money allotted to the library, and Cindy Slack 
provided a summary of the renovations for the Library Community Room and Teen 
Center. 

https://www.simivalley.org/departments/public-works/environmental-compliance/hazardous-materials/household-hazardous-waste-drop-off-program
https://www.simivalley.org/departments/public-works/environmental-compliance/hazardous-materials/household-hazardous-waste-drop-off-program


Neighborhood Council #1  Thursday, July 9, 2026, 7:00 p.m.  
Page 4 City Hall Community Room  

 

NC 10/7-26(kr) 

Debbie Gainey raised a concern regarding the removal of trees for a development 
project, noting that five of the trees were protected oaks. She also asked whether 
the library would be available as a voting location for the November election and 
encouraged community members to volunteer as poll workers. 

 
10. Adjournment: Thursday, August 6, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 

By consensus of the Executive Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
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Neighborhood Council 
Development Project Overview 

 
Project No. .......................................................................................... CUP-S-2025-0015 
Project Name .................................................................. Transit Hub at the Civic Center 
Neighborhood Council No. ........................................................................................... 1 
Neighborhood Council Date ................................................................... August 6, 2026 
Planning Commission Meeting Date ............................................. September 30, 2026 
Case Planner ........................................................... Christine Elowitt, Associate Planner 
 
Request: 
 
Consideration of a Conditional Use Permit to construct a Transit Center with a 5,275- 
square-foot solar canopy, eight bus turnouts, and electric bus chargers on a 1.31-acre 
site at 2969 Tapo Canyon Road. 
 
Applicant: 
 
City of Simi Valley Public Works 
2929 Tapo Canyon Road 
Simi Valley, CA 93063 
Attn: Todd Militello 
(805) 583-6865/TMilitello@simivalley.org 
 
General Plan: 
 
Civic Center 
 
Zoning: 
 
Civic Center (CC) 
 
Location: 
 
2969 Tapo Canyon Road 
 

CITY OF SIMI VALLEY 
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I. Project Overview 
 
The applicant, the City of Simi Valley Public Works Department, requests approval of a 
Conditional Use Permit to construct a Transit Center on a 1.31-acre portion of the Civic 
Center property at 2969 Tapo Canyon Road. 
 
The project seeks to relocate most bus activity from Tapo Canyon Road to the site, 
consolidating it on the property and adding the capacity for buses to recharge using 
renewable energy. Buses would utilize the existing Avenida Simi entrance driveway, and 
the project would add another bus-only access driveway along Tapo Canyon Road. Simi 
Valley Transit buses would enter the property into one of eight new bus bays served by 
overhead wireless electric chargers under a proposed 5,275-square-foot solar canopy 
(Figure 1), instead of stopping along the street. The solar canopy is similar in design to 
the existing solar canopy in the library parking lot to the west of the project site along 
Avenida Simi (Figure 2) and illuminated by overhead lighting at night. The existing bus 
stop along Tapo Canyon Road would be relocated to a new turnout lane for the use of 
Ventura County Transit Commission (VCTC) buses. A new pedestrian walkway would be 
created connecting Avenida Simi with the bus bays and the parking lot serving the Simi 
Valley Library and Simi Valley City Hall. Six parking spaces would be removed from the 
parking lot. 
 
 

N A-__,___ _ __, 
SP- SP- ALAMO ST CPD RVL 
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Figure 1 – Site Layout 
 

 
 

Figure 2 – Solar Canopy Visuals 
 

 
 

The project site is a vacant portion at the northeast corner of the Simi Valley Public 
Library’s parcel (APN 616-0-080-345) north of the existing Simi Valley City Hall parking 
lot. This parcel is bordered to the south and west by the Simi Valley Senior Center and 
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Simi Valley City Hall and their parking lots. Across Tapo Canyon Road to the east are the 
Vintage Paseo Senior Apartments. There is a neighborhood of single-family residences 
across Avenida Simi to the north (Table 1). 
 

Table 1 – Land Use Designations, Zoning Designations and Use of Land 
 

 GENERAL PLAN ZONING CURRENT LAND USE 
Subject Site: Civic Center Civic Center (CC) Simi Valley Public 

Library and parking lots 
West: Civic Center Civic Center (CC) Simi Valley Senior 

Center 
South: Civic Center Civic Center (CC) Simi Valley City Hall and 

parking lots 
East: Very High Density 

(20.1 – 35 du/ac) 
Residential Very High 
Density (RVH) 

Tapo Canyon Road; 
Vintage Paseo Senior 
Apartments beyond 

North: Medium Density (3.6 
– 5.0 du/ac) 

Residential Medium 
Density (RM) 

Avenida Simi; Single-
Family Residential 
beyond 

 
Some of the existing landscaping and 14 mature American Sycamore trees would be 
removed to make way for this project (Figure 3). Although the City is exempt from tree 
mitigation measures, this project would add new landscaping, including four Mexican 
Sycamores and six Western Redbuds. The project will preserve the orange trees that are 
north of the project site between the new bus lanes and Avenida Simi and add new 
landscaping to screen existing utilities. 
 

Figure 3 – Current Trees on the Site 
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All three Simi Valley Transit bus routes currently utilize the Civic Center as a layover 
location where buses stay for 10-20 minutes. 86 buses stop at the Civic Center on 
weekdays and 73 on Saturdays between 5:15 a.m. and 8:15 p.m. This project does not 
include any changes to the bus routes or schedules, but would allow buses to charge  
on-site during layovers as the fleet becomes increasingly electrified. The site would not 
be utilized for overnight or long-term charging. 
 
II. Discretionary Statement 
 
The Planning Commission is the review authority for the Conditional Use Permit (CUP). 
Staff has determined that the proposed project complies with the City’s Municipal Code 
standards. 
 
III. Issues 
 
No issues have been identified by staff.  
 
IV. Environmental Review 
 
A CEQA exemption has been prepared for the project, as the project is exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15332 of the State 
CEQA guidelines. Section 15332, “In-Fill Development Projects.” 
 
V. Exhibits 
 
Project exhibits are attached. 
 
INDEX Page 
 
Project Exhibits (CUP-S-2025-0015) ............................................................................... 6 
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