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YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SERVICE (YES) ADVISORY BOARD 
2929 Tapo Canyon Rd., Simi Valley, California 93063-2199 • (805) 583-6766 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026, 8:15 a.m. 
City Hall Community Room 
2929 Tapo Canyon Road 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Agenda Review 

This is the time to reorder and/or remove items from the agenda by consensus of the 
Youth Employment Service Advisory Board. Any individual member who will be abstaining 
from a discussion item should announce his/her intentions at this time. 

3. Approval of the Minutes of March 18, 2026 
4. Approval of the Minutes of April 15, 2026 
5. Correspondence 
6. Public Statements/Comments 

This is the time allotted for statements or comments on matters within the subject matter 
and jurisdiction of the Youth Employment Service Advisory Board. Statements and 
comments are limited to no more than five (5) minutes per speaker. 

7. Informational Presentation 

a. Frankie Cohen, Executive Director, GiGi's Playhouse 

8. Continued Business 
a. Discussion of the YES Employer Workshop 

b. Discussion of YES recruitment 
8. Youth Employment Service Advisory Board Reports and Comments 

This is the time for Youth Employment Service Advisory Board members' statements or 
comments on matters within the subject matter and jurisdiction of the Youth Employment 
Service Advisory Board or to request a future agenda item. This is also the time to make 
any announcements related to community events and other items of interest. 

9. Coordinator's Report 
10. Adjournment: Wednesday, August 19, 2026, 8:15 a.m., City Hall Community 

Room. 

If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate 
in this meeting, please contact the YES Coordinator at (805) 583-6766. Upon advance 
notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to provide accessibility to the meeting. 
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Wednesday, April 15, 2026, 8:15 a.m. 
City Hall Community Room 

DRAFT MINUTES 

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Acting Chair Al Brown called the meeting to order at 8:15 a.m. and Acting Secretary 
Eric Verwey verified that a quorum was present. 

E Anthony Angelini p Sylvan Tauber p Jennifer Wiqdor 
E Erica Ayala p Eric Lundstrom p Sarina Khangura 
p Al Brown P* Michael Shaw Alternates 
p Gloria Bowman E Rithmika Naveen p Eric Verwey 
P* Hayley Estrada p Ryan Taooart A Stacey Roth 
p Tim Harrinqton p Kris Turner V Vacant 
A Chelsie Kennedy E Autumn Verwey P Present 
*Arrived after approval of minutes E Excused 

A Absent 
Staff: Ryan Fowler, Youth Employment Service Coordinator 
Guests: Joseph Ayala, City of Simi Valley Council Member; William Perry, Simi 
Valley Unified School District; Stephanie Wronka, Simi Valley Public Library; 
Patricia Myszkowski, Simi Valley Unified School District 

2. Agenda Review 
There being no objections, the agenda is approved as presented. 

3. Approval of Minutes from March 18, 2026 
ACTION: A motion to approve the March 18, 2026, minutes as presented was made 
by Tim Harrington and seconded by Ryan Taggart. 
YES Advisory Board Vote: 7 Ayes; 1 Noes; 1 Abstentions 
The motion passed. 

4. Correspondence 
Youth Employment Service Coordinator Ryan Fowler shared correspondence from 
Monte Vista Independent Learning Academy inviting the Youth Employment 
Service to host a table at their upcoming entrepreneur fair on April 23, 2026, from 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Mr. Fowler stated he would be in attendance and invited 
other Youth Employment Service Advisory board members to join him if available. 

5. Public Statements/Comments 
Bill Perry from the Simi Valley Unified School District spoke about the school 
district's workability program. 
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Wednesday, April 15, 2026, 8:15 a.m. 
City Hall Community Room 

6. Informational Presentation 

a. Kris Turner, Simi Valley Family YMCA Executive Director 

Mr. Turner gave a presentation highlighting the history of the YMCA in Simi 
Valley, their partnership with the Simi Valley Unified School District in 
providing free water safety classes to students in third grade, and the current 
expansion project at the YMCA. He emphasized that their staff is expected 
to double in size once the expansion is complete, creating more jobs for 
youth. 

7. New Business 

a. Debrief of the YES Job and Career Fair 

Acting Youth Employment Service Advisory Board Chair, Al Brown asked 
board members to share any feedback they might have regarding the recent 
YES Job and Career Fair. The following items were shared: Al Brown said 
it was successful and the vendors were ecstatic; Michael Shaw said he 
brought a student he was working with and they received calls from 
employers; Sarina Khangura stated the bingo cards were good; Council 
Member Joseph Ayala liked that employers were hiring for specific jobs; Eric 
Verwey liked that employers had a list of jobs they were hiring for; Michael 
Shaw stated the Youth Council booth was too far in the back and they should 
set up more in the front; Tim Harrington said it was well organized and they 
could have used more help in the mock interviews; Gloria Bowman said she 
explained the bingo card to attendees and that the Work Force On Wheels 
Bus should be moved closer with the bus entrance towards the fair; Jennifer 
Wigdor suggested a wider variety of careers at the fair; Kris Turner 
suggested having QR codes for attendees that could be scanned for contact 
information. Glora Bowman 'stated that the 2028 Job & Career Fair would 
be the 40th one and that the board should consider having a larger 
extravaganza type event. Ms. Bowman suggested that if this was something 
the board wanted to do, they should form a committee soon and start 
planning it at least a year in advance. 

b. Discussion of the YES Summer Workshop Series 

Youth Employment Service Advisory Board Chair Al Brown and Youth 
Employment Service Coordinator Ryan Fowler reviewed previous summer 
workshop series and led a discussion regarding hosting another summer 
workshop series for summer 2026. Board members discussed declining 
interest in the workshops and the difficulty in getting students to attend during 
the summer months. Mr. Fowler suggested as an alternative they host a 
workshop for employers covering work permits and hiring students under 18 
years of age. After discussion the board decided to not hold a summer 
workshop series and instead host an employer hiring under 18 workshop in 
partnership with the Simi Valley Chamber of commerce. 
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Wednesday, April 15, 2026, 8:15 a.m. 
City Hall Community Room 

ACTION: A motion to approve holding an employer workshop focused on 
hiring under 18 was made by Al Brown and seconded by Michael Shaw 

YES Advisory Board: 11 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
The motion passed. 

c. YES Advisory Board Recruitment 

Youth Employment Service Coordinator Ryan Fowler reviewed which board 
members' terms were ending in June and would need to apply for a new 
term. Mr. Fowler stated that one of the Youth Representative board positions 
would be vacant due to the current Youth Representative leaving for college 
and asked the board for help in recruiting community members to apply for 
that position. A discussion was had regarding the process and procedures 
for the Neighborhood Council representative position, and it was clarified 
that Michael Shaw would be ineligible to continue as the Neighborhood 
Council representative due to his term on that board ending in February 2027 
and the Youth Employment Service Advisory Board term concluding in June 
of 2027. 

d. Discussion and Selection of the YES Advisory Board Interview 
Subcommittee 

Acting Youth Employment Service Advisory Board Chair Al Brown and Gloria 
Bowman reviewed past Interview Subcommittees. After discussion the 
following members volunteered to serve on the Interview Subcommittee: 
Gloria Bowman, Tim Harrington, Al Brown, and Michael Shaw. 

ACTION: A motion to approve the Interview Subcommittee as discussed 
was made by Michael Shaw and seconded by Eric Lundstrom. 

YES Advisory Board: 11 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
The motion passed. 

8. Youth Employment Service Advisory Board Reports and Comments 

Acting Youth Employment Service Advisory Board Chair Al Brown asked board 
members to share any updates or comments. Kris Turner stated the recent YMCA 
Prom Closet was a huge success with over 100 people visiting the Simi Valley 
location and 400 people visiting the Westlake location. He thanked the board for 
their support of this community resource. Eric Lundstrom shared that the Rancho 
Simi Recreation and Park District was in the process of recruiting a new District 
Manager, accepting bids for the activity center project at the Guardian Street 
building, and that they would be installing lights for the soccer fields at the Santa 
Susana Community Center. Michael Shaw wished Al Brown a happy "95th" 
birthday! 
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Wednesday, April 15, 2026, 8:15 a.m. 
City Hall Community Room 

9. Coordinator's Report 

Youth Employment Service Coordinator Ryan Fowler thanked the board members 
for another very successful YES Job and Career Fair. He reminded board members 
that the upcoming May meeting of the Youth Employment Service Advisory Board 
would be the last one of the 2025-26 term. 

10. Adjournment: Wednesday, May 20, 2026, 8:15 a.m., in the City Hall 
Community Room. 

By consensus of the YES Advisory Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 


