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To clarify the purpose and details of the Accessory Dwelling Unit Occupancy and Rents Survey, the 
following are answers to some frequently asked questions (FAQs): 

WHY SHOULD I COMPLETE THIS SURVEY? 
Under California State law, all cities and counties must report new housing built toward their certified 
Housing Element to the California Department of Housing and Community Development - HCD. The City 
of Simi Valley (City) has included this survey as a part of the City’s permitting process. 
 

WHEN SHOULD I COMPLETE THIS SURVEY? 
As soon as you receive a notice from the City, and/or within 30 calendar days after the Accessory Dwelling 
Unit (ADU) or Junior ADU (JADU) construction is complete and inspection by the City’s Building & Safety 
Division is finalized.  Completed survey must be submitted to the City of Simi Valley, Department of 
Environmental Services - Planning Division. 
 

WHAT IS HOUSING ELEMENT? 

The City’s General Plan Housing Element identifies the City’s obligations to promote and facilitate 
development of housing in Simi Valley, including ADU from 2021 through 2029, and beyond. ADUs on 
existing residential lots are intended to increase local housing supply, choice, and affordability. Under the 
Housing Element, the City’s goal is to facilitate construction of at least 256 new ADUs and modify the 
program as necessary to address the unmet goal. The City requests the cooperation of homeowners in 
providing information on their recently constructed or proposed ADUs to ensure progress in housing 
production and achieving the City’s share of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation - RHNA. This 
information is being collected to address the reporting requirements by the State law, as may be amended 
from time to time. 
 

WHAT IS RHNA? 
The Regional Housing Needs Allocation - RHNA is a process mandated by the California State law that 
determines how many new housing units, at various income levels, are needed for every California 
city/county.  While local governments are not responsible to build housing, they are required to adequately 
plan and zone enough land to meet the housing needs of everyone in the community.  The City of Simi 
Valley received a total of 2,793 units through RHNA from 2021 through 2029.  The allocation is distributed 
by income level as followed: 
 

• 374 units for Extremely Low-Income (30% of the Area Medium Income – AMI, or less) households; 

• 375 units for Very Low-Income (31% to 50% of the AMI) households; 

• 493 units for Low-Income (51% to 80% of the AMI) households; 

• 518 units for Moderate-Income (81% to 120% of the AMI) households; 

• 1,033 unit for Above Moderate-Income (over 120% of the AMI) households. 
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WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ADU AND JADU? 
The State defines ADU and JADU as a secondary dwelling unit with complete independent living facilities 
for one or more persons and generally takes one of three forms: detached, attached, and/or repurposed 
existing space. The following are some differences in standards between ADU and JADU: 
 

ADUs can be built up to 1,000 square feet (sq.ft.) on lots up to 8,000 sq.ft., or up to 1,200 sq.ft. on lots 
over 8,000 sq.ft. They can be attached to the primary residence or completely detached. ADUs must 
have full kitchen and separate sanitation facilities from the primary residence, and a separate exterior 
entrance with no interior access to the primary residence. 
 

JADUs are limited to 500 sq.ft. and are often created by converting an existing two-car garage of a 
primary residence.  At minimum, JADUs must have an efficiency kitchen with basic cooking appliances 
(such as hot plate/microwave and refrigerator), counter with a sink for food preparation, and a cabinet for 
storage. Since JADUs may share sanitation facilities (bathroom) with the primary residence, interior 
access to the primary residence is allowed but a separate exterior entrance is required, and owner 
occupancy on property is required through deed restriction. 

 
WHAT IF I HAVE MORE THAN ONE ADU TO REPORT? 
Owner can report up to three units under one address within the survey form. 
 

WHY IS “USE OF UNIT” BEING REQUESTED? 
The unit’s intended use could demonstrate population served. If the ADU is occupied by a family member 
including but not limited to grandparent(s) or adult-aged dependent on fixed incomes, then the unit would 
have been created as supplemental housing assisting a family member. If occupied by a tenant, then the 
unit would qualify as income property and the unit’s rental price could be influenced by the region’s 
housing market rate.  As a rental, ADU/JADU cannot be used as short-term rental and must be rented for 
a term longer than 30 days.  If the unit is occupied by neither a family member nor a renter, please specify 
the situation so the City can evaluate other type of uses. 
 

WHY IS “ESTIMATED MONTHLY RENT” NEEDED? 

Estimated monthly rent charged could demonstrate ADU affordability and population served (by income 
level). The income limits are tied to the Area Median Income for Ventura County and are adjusted 
annually. 
 

WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION? 
If you have more questions about this survey, please contact the Planning Division by email at 
echen@simivalley.org or call (805) 583-6773. 
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