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1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2. Agenda Review 
 This is the time to reorder and/or remove items from the agenda by consensus of 

the Executive Board. Any individual member who will be abstaining from a 
discussion item should announce their intentions at this time. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes  
 

4. Correspondence 
 

5. Public Statements/Comments 
This is the time allotted for public statements or comments on matters within the 
subject matter and jurisdiction of the Executive Board not on the agenda. 
Statements and comments are limited to no more than three (3) minutes per 
speaker. 
 

6. Informational Presentation(s) 
a. Simi Valley Transit on Demand 

No Action: Receive Information 
 

7. New Business: None 
 
8. City Staff Comments 

 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCILS 

CITY OF SIMI VALLEY 

http://www.simivalley.org/


If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate 
in this meeting, please call the Neighborhood Council Program at (805) 583-6756.  Upon 
advance notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to provide accessibility to 
the meeting. 
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9. Executive Board Comments
This is the time allotted for Executive Board member statements or comments on
matters within the subject matter and jurisdiction of the Neighborhood Councils, to
give an Ad Hoc Committee Report, or to make any announcements related to
community events and other items of interest.

10. Adjournment: Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

_______________________________ 
Stratis Perros 
Environmental Services Director 

/s/
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Chair Bobby Calderon called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. A quorum was 
present. Council Member Rhodes was in attendance. 
 

 

  
2. Agenda Review 

No changes were made to the agenda. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Art Simeri and seconded by David Hechter to approve the 
September 16, 2025, minutes as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
4. Correspondence 

Karen Diem resigned from the Executive Board. 
 
5. Public Statements/Comments 

A resident shared concerns about living next to a short-term rental property, citing 
ongoing disturbances, noting that he has contacted law enforcement on 14 
occasions. He also referenced the “Poltergeist House,” which is advertising a 
ticketed event in 2026. The resident invited anyone interested to speak with him 
following the meeting. 
A longtime Simi Valley resident of 41 years expressed strong opposition to 
short-term rentals (STRs), citing concerns about the frequent turnover of transient 
occupants, excessive noise, increased on-street parking by non-residents, and a 
general sense of insecurity in her neighborhood. She is urging the City Council to 
enact a ban on STRs. To support this effort, she has launched a petition and is 
actively seeking volunteers. She invited interested individuals to speak with her 
after the meeting. 

 
6. Informational Presentation(s) 

a. The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and the Program for Public 
Information (PPI) Committee 

Alessandro Neri E Heidi Best P 
Stephanie Bunker P Deanna Block P 
Art Simeri P Bobby Calderon P 
Susan Derksen P Leroy Leyba P 
David Hechter P Marta Maitles E 
Steven Koep A Miranda Myers P 
vacant  P=Present; E=Excused; 

A=Absent 
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Brent Siemer, City of Simi Valley Deputy Public Works Director 
(Development Services), presented an overview of local floodplains and the 
City’s participation in the Community Rating System (CRS). He explained 
that Simi Valley’s valley floor was historically supported by natural 
floodplains, which have since been modified with controlled channels to 
support agriculture and urban development. While major flooding has been 
prevented for nearly 50 years, residents should remain aware that nature 
remains unpredictable. He urged residents to stay alert and heed safety 
warnings such as “Turn Around, Don’t Drown,” which warns against driving 
or walking through floodwaters. The City has initiated a citywide project to 
update floodplain maps under the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP). As a result, 1,900 properties were removed from the designated 
flood zones in 2024, with an additional 640 in 2025. The project is 
anticipated to be completed by 2027. He noted that removal from a flood 
zone does not eliminate flood risk, which can also result from infrastructure 
failures or neighboring properties. To reduce future risk, the City restricts 
development in high-risk flood areas and promotes responsible building 
practices. Residents are encouraged to assess their individual flood risks, 
consider flood insurance, and prepare for emergencies by developing 
communication plans, storing emergency supplies, and participating in 
Community Emergency Response Training (CERT). Through participation 
in the Community Rating System (CRS), the City has achieved a 20% 
reduction in flood insurance premiums for residents and businesses, while 
continuing to enhance floodplain management. 

b. Proposed Water Rate Adjustment for Simi Valley / Ventura County 
Waterworks District 8 
Michel Kadah, Principal Engineer with the City of Simi Valley Public 
Works - Engineering, presented the proposed water rate adjustment for 
Waterworks District No. 8, covering the years 2026 through 2030. The 
District serves approximately 68% of the City of Simi Valley and portions of 
unincorporated Ventura County, delivering an average of 20 million gallons 
of water per day to over 26,000 service connections. The district operates 
as a self-supporting enterprise, funded solely by water rates, and maintains 
357 miles of pipelines, 22 pump stations, 43 storage reservoirs, and 2,800 
fire hydrants. Annual expenditures include $41.8 million for imported water, 
$16.8 million for operations and maintenance, and $10.4 million for capital 
improvements to address aging infrastructure. The proposed rate structure 
includes variable adjustments in 2026, followed by a 3.5% annual increase 
from 2027 through 2030. Bill impacts will vary by customer class. A 
Proposition 218 notice has been issued for a public hearing scheduled for 
November 17, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. in the City Hall Chambers. Notices were 
mailed to all affected property owners and customers. Kadah noted that City 
Council is actively exploring strategies to enhance water resiliency, 
including the development of local, independent water sources such as 
groundwater desalination. 
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7. New Business 
a. Nomination of a representative to the Special Events Support Review 

Committee 
Upon conclusion of the discussion, Susan Derksen moved with a second 
from David Hechter to nominate Bobby Calderon as the representative to 
the Special Events Support Review Committee. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
8. City Staff Comments 

Council Member Rhodes expressed appreciation for the Special Events 
Committee’s role in guiding City Council funding decisions, noting that their 
recommendations are helpful in selecting organizations to support. 
Kelly Duffy, Community Services Coordinator, announced outgoing Executive 
Board members were honored by the City Council at the October 20, 2025, 
meeting. The Southern California Association of Governments announced the 
Future Leaders Initiative, a six-month civic leadership program. Southern 
California residents between the ages of 18 and 26 years old looking to build 
leadership skills and policy expertise are invited to apply by November 25, 2025.   
The Neighborhood Councils will be participating in the Simi Valley Street Fair on 
October 25, 2025. Executive Board members are encouraged to volunteer, with 
the 2:45 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. shift still available. City Hall will be closed November 11, 
2025, in observance of Veterans Day. Youth Employment Service (YES) will host 
its Annual Volunteer Fair on November 13, 2025, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., at 
the Simi Valley Public Library.  
 

9. Executive Board Comments: None 
 
10. Adjournment: Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 

By consensus of the Executive Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.  
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