
 
 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL #4 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

CITY HALL COMMUNITY ROOM 
2929 TAPO CANYON ROAD 

 
AGENDA 

 

NC #4 Chair Bobby Calderon 
NC #4 Vice Chair Gina Truncale 
NC #4 Secretary Amy Obringer 
CS Coordinator Emily Habib 
City Council Liaison Mayor Pro Tem Mike Judge 
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1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Agenda Review 

3. Approval of Minutes 

4. Correspondence 

5. Public Statements/Comments 

This is the time allotted for public statements or comments on matters within the 
subject matter and jurisdiction of the Executive Board not on the agenda.  
Statements and comments are limited to no more than three (3) minutes per 
speaker.  

 
6. Informational Presentation 

City Youth Programs: Youth Council and Youth Employment Service (YES) 
 

7. New Business: None 
 

8. Community Services Coordinator’s Report 

  



If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate 
in this meeting, please contact the Community Services Coordinator at (805) 583-6756. 
Upon advance notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to provide accessibility 
to the meeting. 
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9. Executive Board Comments

This is the time allotted for Executive Board member statements or comments on
matters within the subject matter and jurisdiction of the Neighborhood Councils, to
give an Ad Hoc Committee Report or to make any announcements related to
community events and other items of interest.

10. Adjournment: Tuesday, June 20, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

_______________________________ 
Yvette Moore 
Administrative Officer 

/s/
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Chair Bobby Calderon called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  He also confirmed 
that a quorum was present.   
 

Tracy Bodis P Jan Smith P 
Don Diamond P Gina Truncale P 
Holly Harpham P Michael Murphy P 
Amber Powell P Bobby Calderon P 
Kris Mauldin P Brian Kane P 
Amy Obringer E Vacant  
Salwa Scarpone P P=Present; E=Excused; A=Absent 

  
2. Agenda Review 

No changes were made to the agenda. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Don Diamond and seconded by Tracy Bodis to approve 
the March 21, 2023 minutes as presented.  The motion passed by a vote of: 

9 Ayes; 0 Noes; 2 Abstentions 
 

4. Correspondence: None  
 

5. Public Statements/Comments 

A resident made comments on a variety of subjects.  He submitted the comments 
in writing, which are attached.  
 

6. Informational Presentation 

City Budget Update 

Carolyn Johnson, Administrative Services Director, and Johanna Medrano, Deputy 
Administrative Services Director (Budget & Purchasing), gave a presentation on 
the City budget.  Ms. Medrano reviewed the components of a budget and how they 
are related.  Ms. Johnson discussed what a budget is and the types of budgets.  
There are both long term and annual budgets.  A long term budget estimates 
revenues and expenses for a period of several years and the proposed means of 
financing them.  An annual budget authorizes financial operations during that fiscal 
year.  She discussed components of the 2022-23 budget and the budget cycle.  
The 2023-24 budget is currently being developed.  A public budget meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for May 23, 2023, with the City Council tentatively scheduled 
to adopt the budget on June 5, 2023.  
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7. New Business 

Request to operate a baseball and softball training facility within an existing 13,939 
square-foot commercial building located at 591-B Country Club Drive 

Questions and comments from the audience and responses from the 
applicant: 

Will the project have a negative impact on the current parking situation? 

No, the center has plenty of surplus parking.  

Comments: 
 

 Two members of the audience stated that they were excited about the project.  
  

 A person in attendance thanked the applicant for choosing Simi Valley to locate 
their facility in, stating that he thought the business would do very well.   

 
Questions and comments from the Executive Board and responses from the 
applicant: 

When do they anticipate opening?  

They hope to open by the end of 2023.  
 
Will there be open use/walk-in times?  

While they anticipate being busy with reservations from teams and groups, there 
will still be opportunities for walk-ins.   
 
Have they reached out to the other businesses in the center? 

Yes, and the other businesses have all been supportive.  

Will the building be soundproofed? 

Yes, it will. 
 
Have they contacted all the local baseball teams to see if they would use 
the facility? 

They have contacted many of them from little league to college level.  There has 
been a lot of excitement about the new facility.  
 
Have there been any concerns from City planners or the community? 

No, there have not been any concerns.  
 
Can adults also use the facility or is it only for children/teens/college 
students? 

While their primary demographic is ages 6-17, anyone can use the facility. 
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Have they reached out to the local homeowners association? 

Yes, they have a letter of support.  
 

Did their marketing research show that there will be adequate use of the 
facility? 

Yes, it did. 
 

Comments: 
 

 An Executive Board member expressed concern about the impacts of 
construction on the operations of the center.  The applicant responded that 
there is a large loading dock behind the center that they can use as their 
primary staging area.  They will also try to schedule construction during hours 
when the center is closed to minimize impacts on the other businesses in the 
center. 
 

 Six members of the Executive Board stated that the project was a great idea, 
indicating they were excited about it.   

 

 Two people said that they were glad that the project would give kids something 
to do.   

 

 A person mentioned they were happy that the vacant space would finally be 
occupied.  

 
Upon conclusion of the discussion, the following motion was made by Jan 
Smith and seconded by Mike Murphy: 

MOTION: Recommend that the Planning Commission approve the request 
to operate a baseball and softball training facility within an existing 13,939 
square-foot commercial building located at 591-B Country Club Drive 

 
 
 
 
 

The motion carried. 

8. Community Services Coordinator’s Report 

Emily Habib informed the Executive Board that there is a Joint Councils meeting 
tentatively scheduled for June 6, 2023.  The Police Department’s Community 
Policing Bureau will be in attendance.  More than likely, there will be no regular 
meeting of Neighborhood Council 4 in June.  She also said that she will inform the 
Executive Boards when the amendment to the Simi Valley Municipal Code to allow 
cargo containers as residential storage structures would be heard by the City 
Council. 

  

Executive Board vote: 11 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
Audience vote:   3 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
Unincorporated Area vote:   0 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
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9. Executive Board Comments 

Brian Kane announced that he attended the State of the City event on April 11, 
2023.  He felt that it was very informative. 

Don Diamond asked why there were two City Council representatives for each 
Neighborhood Council.  Emily Habib stated that each Neighborhood Council has 
an assigned City Council representative for a six-month period, with the 
representative rotating twice a year.  Since 2020, there has also been a permanent 
City Council representative, in whose district each Neighborhood Council is 
Iocated.  He also expressed frustration about the frequent power outages caused 
by Edison. 

Salwa Scarpone discussed the recent increase in thefts of items from unlocked 
cars in her neighborhood. 

Bobby Calderon informed the Executive Board about the upcoming Job & Career 
Expo on Saturday, April 22, 2023, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  
 

10. Adjournment: Tuesday, May 16, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

By consensus of the Executive Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m.  



ATTACHMENT

Neigborhood Council Aprill8, 2023 

First off I'd like to thank all the Volunteers here tonight for their service 

to our community. That being said I have to express my concerns over 

the way the Council is being utilized to express the needs of our 

districts. While the presentations at the Neighborhood Council are very 

informative and helpful, there also needs to be a better method of the 

Council to be receptive of concerns from their residents, discussions 

about the concerns and a methodology to convey those concerns to the 

City manager and City Council. I also see the City Council and City 

Manager and staff needing to do a better job in seeking input from the 

Neighborhood Councils. 

As some of you know I attend almost all City Council meetings, but only 

get a 3 minute statement and almost no responses to my public 

statements sent via email. 

I'll give some simple examples and hopefully a discussion can be started 

by a Neighborhood Council Committee to explore the current structure 

and ways to be more relevant. 

Hopefully most are aware of the Council vote to remove 63 Eucalyptus 

trees on Sinaloa Rd. for $177,000. When I first expressed my concern 

with the flawed Arborist reports and lack of communication about the 

project I suggested involving the Neighborhood Council District #4. That 

never happened. Councilman Rocky Rhodes never got involved. 

Recently the City Council revisited the RV parking situation in Simi 

Valley. There has been a moratorium on issuing citations for violations 

for years. Mayor Pro tern Mike Judge would like to expand the 

pavement of residential front yards from 50% to 80% for basically what 

would be parking lots. Drive around and check out that idea. When City 



Manager Brian Gabler was asked about involving the Neighborhood 

Councils, he responded not at this time. 

Street paving, last years drought restrictions and motorcycle traffic 

officers are three other issues that don>t get the attention from 

Neighborhood Councils. 

Lastly on communication and Social media. Som·e of you may be aware 

that my Neighborhood Nomination vote was denied by the City Council 

because of my viewpoints on Facebook as a Democrat. For the first time 

I saw on FB a post about tonights presentation on a retail space in 

Wood Ranch. My comments "nice invite. That's a first11 and "~ U 11 rz. q'1i-ed 
( err> 0~ 

follows the rules. Nice try Scotty. Sadly you don't get the purpose or 

mission of Neighborhood Council.11 I would caution those being 

judgmental of FB comments, their tone or the people expressing them. 

Thank you for listening to my voice, 

John Lapper 
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