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1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance

2. Agenda Review

3. Approval of Minutes

4. Correspondence

5. Public Statements/Comments

This is the time allotted for public statements or comments on matters within the
subject matter and jurisdiction of the Executive Board not on the agenda.
Statements and comments are limited to no more than three (3) minutes per
speaker.

6. Informational Presentation

City Youth Programs: Youth Council and Youth Employment Service (YES)

7. New Business: None

8. Community Services Coordinator’s Report



If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate 
in this meeting, please contact the Community Services Coordinator at (805) 583-6756. 
Upon advance notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to provide accessibility 
to the meeting. 
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9. Executive Board Comments

This is the time allotted for Executive Board member statements or comments on
matters within the subject matter and jurisdiction of the Neighborhood Councils, to
give an Ad Hoc Committee Report or to make any announcements related to
community events and other items of interest.

10. Adjournment: Tuesday, May 9, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

_______________________________ 
Yvette Moore 
Administrative Officer 

/s/
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Chair Karl Birch called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  He also confirmed that a 
quorum was present.   
 

Sam Cohen P Gayle Sutton P 
Jerry Placeres P Raine Wiseman P 
Satish Shah P Dmitry Erman P 
Pete Stong P Suzanne Aguilar P 
Al Brown P Karl Birch P 
Iann Mena E Vacant P 
Richard Perini P P=Present; E=Excused; A=Absent 

  
2. Agenda Review 

No changes were made to the agenda. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Al Brown and seconded by Raine Wiseman to approve the 
February 14, 2023 minutes as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 

4. Correspondence: None  
 

5. Public Statements/Comments: None  
 

6. Informational Presentation 

Karen Fraser, Executive Director, gave the presentation.  Housing Opportunities 
Made Easier (HOME) was formed in 2001 as a housing committee of the Ventura 
County Economic Development Association (VCEDA) to promote a diversity of 
housing opportunities, essential for a healthy and sustainable quality of life in 
Ventura County.  Each year HOME organizes the Ventura County Housing 
Conference, which addresses key housing-related focus areas such as availability, 
affordability, policies, economics, challenges, opportunities, etc.  HOME also 
presents quarterly educational Housing Issues Forums, with guest speakers, 
presentations, and discussions surrounding pertinent housing issues and trends in 
Ventura County. 
 

7.  New Business 

a. Amendment to the Simi Valley Municipal Code to allow cargo containers 
as residential storage structures 

Questions and comments from the audience and responses from City 
staff: 

None. 
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Questions and comments from the Executive Board and responses 
from City staff: 

How will the City make sure that the containers are properly 
maintained? 

Residents should report any concerns to the City’s Code Compliance 
Division, which will then investigate the complaint. 
 
Can the containers be converted into housing? 

No, they are to be used for storage only. The city will not allow any electricity 
or running water.  
 
How can people living in a container be prevented? 

There is no way to prevent this.  Residents should report any concerns to 
the City’s Code Compliance Division, which will then investigate the 
complaint. 
 
Could a crane be used to get a container into a backyard? 

Probably in some cases, but there are collapsible sheds that can fit through 
a narrow side yard.  

Where did the original idea for this come from? 

Requests were made by residents to City Council members, and they asked 
that staff look further into the issue. 
 
Can there be an Accessory Dwelling Unit and a cargo container on the 
same lot? 

Yes, assuming that lot coverage standards are met. 
 
Does the proposed ordinance allow for cargo containers to sit on dirt 
or can a cement pad be required? 

Containers smaller than 120 square feet can sit on dirt.  If a container is 
larger than 120 square feet, Building and Safety will be required to issue a 
building permit and a concrete pad may be necessary. 
 
Comments: 

 A number of Executive Board members expressed concern that the City 
does not proactively enforce City codes.  They felt that containers could 
become eyesores or people could live in them, and very little would be 
done or it would take a very long time.  

 An Executive Board member commented that five-foot (5’) side yard 
setbacks are not adequate and that the top of a cargo container can be 
seen above a six-foot (6’) fence. 
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Upon conclusion of the discussion, the following motion was made by 
Richard Perini and seconded by Satish Shah: 

MOTION: Recommend that the Planning Commission approve the 
Amendment to the Simi Valley Municipal Code to allow cargo containers as 
residential storage structures with the following change: 

 Require that any affected neighbors agree and/or sign off on the 
installation of the container. 

Raine Wiseman made, and Gayle Sutton seconded, the following 
amendment: 

 Require a minimum eight-foot (8’) side yard setback.  

Executive Board vote: 5 Ayes; 3 Noes; 3 Abstentions 
 

The amendment passed. 
 

AMENDED MOTION: Recommend that the Planning Commission approve 
the Amendment to the Simi Valley Municipal Code to allow cargo containers 
as residential storage structures with the following changes: 

 Require that any affected neighbors agree and/or sign off on the 
installation of the container. 

 Require a minimum eight-foot (8’) side yard setback.  

Executive Board vote: 3 Ayes; 8 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
Audience vote: 1 Aye 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
Unincorporated Area vote: 0 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 

 
The motion failed because most Executive Board members objected 
to the requirement that the neighbors must agree and/or sign off on 
the installation of the container.  They were concerned that it would 
give neighbors unfair control over an applicant’s ability to install a 
cargo container.   
 
The following motion was made by Raine Wiseman and seconded by 
Gayle Sutton: 

MOTION: Recommend that the Planning Commission approve the 
Amendment to the Simi Valley Municipal Code to allow cargo containers as 
residential storage structures with the following change: 

 Require a minimum eight-foot (8’) side yard setback.  

Executive Board vote: 4 Ayes; 6 Noes; 1 Abstention 
Audience vote: 1 Aye 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
Unincorporated Area vote: 0 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 

The motion failed. 
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The following motion was made by Pete Stong and seconded by Jerry 
Placeres: 

MOTION: Recommend that the Planning Commission deny the 
Amendment to the Simi Valley Municipal Code to allow cargo containers as 
residential storage structures.   

Executive Board vote: 11 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
Audience vote:   1 Aye; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 
Unincorporated Area vote:   0 Ayes; 0 Noes; 0 Abstentions 

 

The motion passed. 
 
b. Nomination of a Representative to the Community Projects Grant (CPG) 

Review Committee 

By consensus of the Executive Board, Sam Cohen was elected the 
representative to the Community Projects Grant (CPG) Review Committee.  
 

c. Nomination of a Representative to the Program for Public Information (PPI) 
Committee 

By consensus of the Executive Board, Raine Wiseman was elected the 
representative to the Program for Public Information (PPI) Committee.  
Gayle Sutton volunteered to be an alternate if one is needed.  

 
8. Community Services Coordinator’s Report 

Emily Habib welcomed the new members and discussed meeting procedures. 
 

9. Executive Board Comments 

Pete Stong announced that the Simi Valley Council on Aging and Adventist Health 
Simi Valley are hosting the 2023 Wellness Expo on May 17, 2023 at the Senior 
Center.  The event is to bring health and wellness information to people age 50 
and over.   

Richard Perini informed the Executive Board that the Chamber of Commerce 
would be holding a Board meeting on March 28, 2023 at 10:00 am to discuss 
disposition of funds collected through the tourism tax.  He asked what methods the 
Chamber of Commerce uses to post its agenda to comply with the Brown Act.  He 
was advised to contact the Chamber of Commerce to get this information.  On a 
separate topic, he felt that funds that may be going to recreate the Little House on 
the Prairie set in order to bring tourists to Simi Valley would be better spent on 
something to commemorate the history of motocross in Simi Valley.  
 

10. Adjournment: Tuesday, April 11, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

By consensus of the Executive Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m.  
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