
 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL #1 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

ZOOM ONLINE MEETING 
https://simivalley.zoom.us/j/95356927361 

Or by Telephone: Dial US: +1 669 900 9128 Webinar ID: 953 5692 7361  
 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR'S EXECUTIVE STAY AT HOME 
ORDER AND THE COUNTY OF VENTURA HEALTH OFFICER DECLARED LOCAL 
HEALTH EMERGENCY AND STAY WELL AT HOME ORDER RESULTING FROM THE 
NOVEL CORONAVIRUS, THE CITY IS NOT CONDUCTING IN-PERSON MEETINGS. TO 
FIND OUT HOW YOU MAY ELECTRONICALLY PARTICIPATE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
COUNCIL MEETING AND PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT, PLEASE REFER TO ITEM 5 OF 
THIS AGENDA. 

AGENDA 
 

NC #1 Chair Ken Dickerson 
NC #1 Vice Chair Bruce Roth 
NC #1 Secretary Gina Gooding 
CS Coordinator Emily Habib 
City Council Liaison  Mayor Pro Tem Dee Dee Cavanaugh  

 

 
 
 
      

 
2929 Tapo Canyon Road, Simi Valley, CA 93063-2199        805.583.6756        www.simivalley.org 
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1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Agenda Review 

3. Approval of Minutes 

4. Correspondence 

5. Public Statements/Comments 

This is the time allotted for public statements or comments on matters within the subject matter and 
jurisdiction of the Executive Board not on the agenda.  Statements and comments are limited to no 
more than three (3) minutes per speaker. 

NEW COMMENT PROCEDURE DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 
Public comment is the opportunity for members of the public to participate in 
meetings by addressing the Neighborhood Council in connection with one or more 
agenda or non-agenda items. 
 



If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate 
in this meeting, please contact the Community Services Coordinator at (805) 583-6756.  
Upon advance notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to provide accessibility 
to the meeting. 
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The following options allow for public participation: 

a. Watch the Neighborhood Council Meeting live online at Zoom: 
https://simivalley.zoom.us/j/95356927361 

Or listen by telephone: +1 669 900 9128 Webinar ID: 953 5692 7361 and 
raise hand with *9 

b. If you wish to make a comment on a specific agenda item, please sign-on 
via this Zoom Link: https://simivalley.zoom.us/j/95356927361 and use the 
raise hand function when this agenda item is called.  If you wish to make a 
public comment, you must be signed into the meeting and available at the 
time this agenda item is called. 

c. Or, if you are unable to sign-on to Zoom and wish to make a comment on a 
specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 4:00 p.m. 
on the day of the Neighborhood Council meeting to the Community Services 
Coordinator at ehabib@simivalley.org and include the Agenda Item topic 
and/or your comments.  These emails will be provided to the Neighborhood 
Council prior to the meeting and made a part of the record.  

6. Informational Presentation 

a. The City’s Home Rehabilitation Program- Loans for Health and Safety 
Related Repairs 
 

7. New Business: None 

8. Community Services Coordinator’s Report 
 

9. Executive Board Comments 

This is the time allotted for Executive Board member statements or comments on matters within 
the subject matter and jurisdiction of the Neighborhood Councils, to request a future agenda item, 
or to give an Ad Hoc Committee Report.  This is also the time to make any announcements related 
to community events and other items of interest. 

 

10. Adjournment: Thursday, February 4, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
/s/      
Yvette Moore 
Administrative Officer 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Community Services Coordinator Emily Habib called the meeting to order at 7:06 
p.m.  She also confirmed that a quorum was present.   
 

Mahmood Bholat P Carol Sue Thomaier P 
Rainford Hunter P Roberta Woods P 
Courtney Paul P Joe Barrona P 
Justin Randolph P Gina Gooding A 
Bernadine Schache P Keith D. Kelly P 
Ken Dickerson P Bruce Roth P 
Peggy Hanessian P P=Present; E=Excused; A=Absent 

  
2. Agenda Review 

No changes were made to the agenda. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 

The October 8, 2020 minutes could not be approved.  Due to the changes in 
Neighborhood Council boundaries on November 1, 2020, different Executive 
Board members were present at the current meeting than those at the previous 
meeting.  The minutes will remain in draft form. 
 

4. Correspondence: None 
 

5. Public Statements/Comments: None  
 

6. Informational Presentation: None 

7. New Business 

a. Discussion/Action on Municipal Code amendments for establishing 
standards for bee keeping (Apiculture) activities in single-family zones  

Questions/comments from the audience and responses from the 
applicant: 

A member of the audience suggested that the City obtain the services of a 
volunteer beekeeper/advisor.  
 
Questions/comments from the Executive Board and responses from 
the applicant: 

Can a permit be issued to a renter or only to a property owner?  

It may be determined that a permit can be issued to a renter with permission 
of the property owner.  
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How will permit conditions be enforced? 

Enforcement will be complaint based.   
 

What department will enforce the permit conditions? 

The Code Compliance Division will enforce the permit conditions, but 
County Animal Control could also be involved because bees come under 
their purview.  
 
How long will a permit be issued for initially? 

It will mostly likely be issued for one year, with the option to renew for 
another year if there have been no complaints.  

 
How can a neighbor with a bee allergy have input into the permitting 
process? 

For smaller lots, 8,000 to 20,000 square feet, the review will take place at 
the administrative level.  Notices will be sent to neighbors within 100 feet of 
the property.  If there are objections, an administrative level public hearing 
can be scheduled.  A decision can be appealed to the Planning Commission 
or even to the City Council.  

For lots 20,000 square feet and larger, a Zoning Clearance can be issued, 
which does not require notification of neighbors. 
 
Do the proposed Municipal Code amendments apply to commercial 
beekeeping in addition to amateur/backyard beekeeping?  

No, they apply only to amateur/backyard beekeeping.  
 
What is the expected cost of a permit? 

An administrative level permit would cost approximately $1,000, while a 
Zoning Clearance would cost $100.  
 
What is the proposed maximum number of hives per permit? 

A maximum of two hives per permit is being proposed.  
 
Is a limit to the number of permits in a specific area being considered? 

While not part of the proposal, it is something that could be considered. 
 
If a bee colony relocates to an adjacent property, will the permit holder 
be liable for removal costs? 

While not part of the proposal, it is something that could be considered. 
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Will bee keepers be required to carry insurance? 

While not part of the proposal, it is something that could be considered. 
 
Comments: 

A number of Executive Board members commented that bees are an 
important part of the ecosystem. 

Some Executive Board members commented that five foot setbacks are not 
adequate.  Setbacks should be at least 10 feet.  

An Executive Board member commented that the City should apply for the 
Bee City USA program. 

An Executive Board member commented that lawn mowers and leaf 
blowers could aggravate bees and cause them to swarm.  Therefore, bee 
keeping should not be allowed on lots smaller than 8,000 square feet. 

 
Upon conclusion of the discussion, the following motion was made by 
Courtney Paul and seconded by Bernadine Schache: 

Recommend that the Planning Commission approve the Municipal 
Code amendments for establishing standards for bee keeping 
(Apiculture) activities in single-family zones with the following 
recommendation: 

 Proposed setbacks from property lines should be increased from 
five feet to 10 feet. 

 
Executive Board vote:             6 Ayes;      5 Noes;       0 Abstentions 
Audience vote:                 None 
Unincorporated Area vote:     None 
 
The motion passed.  
 

b. Election of Officers 

By consensus of the Executive Board, Ken Dickerson was elected Chair, 
Bruce Roth was elected Vice Chair, and Gina Gooding was elected 
Secretary. 
 

8. Community Services Coordinator’s Report 

Emily Habib noted that the Neighborhood Councils would most likely not be 
meeting in December.  She informed Executive Board members that the 
recruitment for the March 2021 term would begin shortly.  She also discussed a 
press release on an upcoming Metrolink upgrade of approximately two miles of 
railroad tracks in the city.   
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9. Executive Board Comments 

Executive Board members introduced themselves.  Roberta Woods reported that 
the Simi Valley Town Center had recently been sold again.  Carol Thomaier 
informed the Executive Board that the four-story apartment project proposed at 
Tapo and Alamo Streets would be heard by the City Council on Monday, 
November 9, 2020 at 6:30.  Bruce Roth noted that the construction of the homes 
on the old Farmers Insurance building site was progressing.  He also suggested 
that Executive Board members support the local economy by bringing food home 
on Takeout Tuesdays. 
 

10. Adjournment: December 3, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

By consensus of the Executive Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m.  


