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Darrah Volunteer Park ExpansionDarrah Volunteer Park Expansion
plan view 

2.8-22

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS



 b
. P

A
RK

 E
XP

A
N

SI
O

N

Darrah Volunteer Park Expansion
view looking west 
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Refer to Trails, Section 2.5c for additional information

The area west of the park expansion allows for the potential 
future relocation of the multi-use trail closer to the Arroyo 
Simi and further away from the existing residences.

Potential Trail Easement	

Potential Future Trail Realignment	

The Site Development Plan and Darrah Park Expansion 
Key Study Area Plans depict this area as a potential trail 
easement through the property adjacent to the south side 
of the Arroyo Simi, with the long-term possibility of the 
property one day becoming a park.  At such time as this 
area is scheduled to be developed as a park, the Master 
CUP shall be modified to accommodate this park, and the 
park shall be compatible with the Darrah Volunteer Park 
Expansion design.

Refer to Trails, Section 2.5g for additional information
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• Overlooks/Rest Areas should feature native,
drought tolerant plant material and blend into
the natural Greenway setting

• Overlooks/Rest Areas should include
comfortable and convenient site furnishings,
attractive focal elements, and defined edges

• Overlooks/Rest Areas should include a rich
blend of natural materials, colors, textures, and
plantings

• Where currently used for maintenance
purposes, overlooks should be designed to
be dual purpose, allowing for recreational
purposes and the continuation of maintenance
operations

Overlooks/Rest Areas Intent

• Incorporate consistent rich and colorful landscaping
and site furnishings in Overlooks/Rest Areas
to bring together the image of a beautiful and
cohesive Greenway

• Overlooks/Rest Areas should highlight each
site’s unique elements to create memorable and
enduring destinations

• Develop Overlooks/Rest Areas as casual gathering
places and lunchtime escapes

• Overlooks/Rest Areas should consist of a well-
planned and maintained system of attractive
and safe pedestrian amenities where cyclists and
pedestrians restore their energy, rest and relax
while gathering information about the Greenway’s
natural and cultural resources

Overlooks/Rest Areas are located along the Greenway based on available space and existing or potential attractive views   
Overlooks/Rest Areas in this section include both new areas and the rehabilitation of existing rest areas.

Overlooks/Rest Areas will offer increased enjoyment and appreciation of the trail and highlight the beauty, culture and history 
of the Arroyo Simi Greenway.  Overlooks/Rest Areas should incorporate consistent and recognizable elements and materials to 
promote a sense of place for the Greenway corridor, but each Overlook/Rest Area should be uniquely designed to fit the land 
and emphasize the site’s individual attributes.

O V E R L O O K S / R E S T  A R E A S 
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Several of the Key Study Areas identified for this Specific Plan include detailed 
plans and sketches for overlooks/rest areas along the Greenway.  These 
Key Study Areas are identified in the elements such as trailhead map below 
and under the list of locations within this Section in 2.9b and 2.9c.   Unique 
development standards have been created based on these plans and sketches, 
and they are defined within this Overlooks/Rest Areas section.

Refer to Key Study Areas identified in the Site Development Plan, Section 2.1

There are three types of Overlooks/Rest Areas proposed 
along the Arroyo Simi Greenway:

•	 Existing Overlooks/Rest Areas – area 
already being used as a rest stop, but 
needs updating and renovation to fit the 
Greenway theme and aesthetic

•	 Minor Overlooks/Rest Areas – areas along 
the greenway that have unique views and/
or interesting historical or cultural features 

•	 Major Overlooks/Rest Areas – areas that 
have unique views and can provide for a 
larger scale overlook with multiple activities 

Key Study Areas in this section depicting 
Overlooks/Rest Areas

Overlooks/Rest Areas shall include sustainable materials and maintenance practices 
whenever feasible and designs should emphasize resource conservation and the 
use of environmentally sound technologies.

•	 Use permeable paving such as 
flagstone on sand, pervious 
concrete, and decomposed 
granite when appropriate

•	 Incorporate native and drought-
tolerant vegetation 
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•	 Specify recycled and 
reclaimed materials such as 
boulders, river rock, bricks, 
pavers, concrete, tiles, and 
granite cobblestones

2.9.1	 Sustainable Elements

Overlooks/Rest Areas shall include sustainable materials and maintenance practices 
whenever feasible and designs should emphasize resource conservation and the 
use of environmentally sound technologies.

•	 Use permeable paving such as 
flagstone on sand, pervious 
concrete, and decomposed 
granite when appropriate

•	 Incorporate native and drought-
tolerant vegetation 

Refer to Section 3.0 for additional 
information

Overlooks/Rest Areas should include 
interpretive exhibits to showcase 

information about the local history, 
culture and regional environment
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	Overlooks/Rest Areas located 
adjacent to residential areas 
shall be carefully designed to 
minimize privacy and security 
impacts and provide buffered 
boundaries with fencing and 
planting

	Vegetation shall primarily 
consist of native shrubs and 
trees that add rich sensory 
details such as interesting 
textures, contrasting colors, and 
fragrant vegetation

	Overlooks/Rest Areas 
shall maintain and protect 
existing native vegetation 
and incorporate habitat 
enhancement adjacent to the 
Arroyo Simi whenever feasible 
and as permitted by the VCWPD

	Overlook/Rest Area vegetation 
shall primarily be low growing 
shrubs and groundcover with 
high branching trees to reduce 
possible hiding spaces and 
increase visibility (refer to Section 
2.10, Landscaping)

	Selectively place screening 
vegetation to block unsightly 
and undesirable views (refer to 
Landscaping, Section 2.10a)

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall 
design for site microclimates if 
feasible, and provide shade trees 
adjacent to seating areas and 
seating in sunny locations, and 
use plant material and/or berms 
to reduce winds (refer to Section 2.10, 
Landscaping)

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall 
preserve and highlight cultural 
and historical sites and 
include interpretive exhibits to 
showcase information about 
the local history, culture and 
regional environment (refer to 
Site Development Plan, Section 2.1 
for locations, and Greenway Signage 
program, Section 2.12h for Interpretive 
Exhibit Standards)

	Durable vandal-resistant materials 
and high quality construction 
methods shall be used to ensure 
ease of maintenance

	When exiting overlooks/rest areas 
and entering the Greenway, a sign 
shall be provided to indicate that 
trail users on the Greenway have 
the right-of-way

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall be 
physically separated from trail use 
and incorporate fencing and/or walls 
to limit Greenway access to reduce 
to chance of collision (refer to Section 
2.13, Fencing and Walls)

	Minor Directional Signage shall be 
provided at Greenway entrances to 
guide trail users (refer to Section 2.12j, 
Greenway Signage Program)

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall consider 
the need to see out from a seated 
position when developing the height 
of all fences and walls 

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall provide 
trash/recycling receptacles to 
prevent littering (refer to Site Furnishings 
Program, Section 2.14a)

Overlooks/Rest Areas should retain and incorporate existing 
views of near and/or distant natural features

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall include accessible designs to 
provide access for all users

	Overlooks/Rest Areas layout shall consider existing 
topography, trees, rock outcrops, and other site features

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall have defined edges and 
confine pedestrian access to walkways to prevent 
damage to the surrounding landscape

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall retain and incorporate 
existing views of near and/or distant natural features 
and make use of surrounding scenery and unique 
elements along the Greenway

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall incorporate natural elements 
such as boulders and rocks in naturalistic groupings 
when feasible
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	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall 
include benches and some 
should be backless to allow 
for flexible use (refer to Site 
Furnishings Program, Section 
2.14a)

	Where currently used for 
maintenance operations, 
Overlooks/Rest Areas shall 
be designed to be multi-use, 
to allow for recreational 
uses and for continued 
maintenance operations

Overlooks/Rest Areas should 
consider the need to see out 
from a seated position

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall be 
physically separated from trail use 
and incorporate fencing and/or walls 
to limit Greenway access to reduce 
to chance of collision (refer to Section 
2.13, Fencing and Walls)

	Minor Directional Signage shall be 
provided at Greenway entrances to 
guide trail users (refer to Section 2.12j, 
Greenway Signage Program)

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall consider 
the need to see out from a seated 
position when developing the height 
of all fences and walls 

	Overlooks/Rest Areas shall provide 
trash/recycling receptacles to 
prevent littering (refer to Site Furnishings 
Program, Section 2.14a)

Overlooks/Rest Areas shall 
be physically separated 

from trail use 
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a.3	 Erringer Road Overlook/Rest Area 

Erringer Road Overlook/Rest Area is a portion of the 
Key Study Area for Rancho Simi Community Park 
Expansion, and the rest area is discussed in Project 
Entries. 

Refer to Parks, Section 2.8b and Project Entries, Section 2.11a for 
additional information

The land north of this Overlook/Rest Area is currently 
vacant and potential future development shall tie 
into the rest area and the Greenway trail system. 

View of the area 
for the proposed 

overlook/rest area 
looking west from 

Erringer Road

2

1 Existing site 
furniture and 
wall behind

Rancho Simi Community Park Expansion Location

1
2
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	Low rock walls to 
match Primary Gateway 
along Erringer Road on 
the south side of the 
Greenway (refer to Section 
2.13b, Fencing and Walls)

Erringer Road Overlook/Rest Area shall have all items listed in 
Existing Overlook/Rest Area Standards in Section 2.9a.1, plus:

Erringer Road Overlook/Rest Area is 
a portion of the Key Study Area for 

Rancho Simi Community Park Expansion

Erringer Road
Overlook/ Rest Area

Erringer Road Overlook/Rest Area
conceptual plan view 

	Pathway should be 
provided to link future 
private development of 
north of the Greenway 
property

	Greenway rhino gates 
shall be located behind 
this Overlook/Rest Area 
entrance to facilitate use 
when Greenway is closed
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Locations

b.	 Minor Overlooks/Rest Areas

Minor Overlooks/Rest Areas will typically be found along 
the Greenway.  These stops incorporate flat vacant land 
with good views and unique features.  In some cases, the 
existing trail is pulled behind the rest area to allow the 
Overlook/Rest Area to be closer to the Arroyo Simi (such as 
Sycamore Drive Bridge Overlook/Rest Area, see following 
page).

There are two variations of Minor Overlooks/Rest Areas 
developed within the Key Study Areas – formal and 
informal.  The formal Overlook/Rest Area use fencing, walls 
and concrete paving to define the space.  The informal 
Overlook/Rest Area uses fencing and boulders to define 
the space and incorporates decomposed granite paving.  

•	 Sycamore Drive – southwest side (Portion of 
Key Study Area 8)

•	 Sequoia Avenue  – southwest side
•	 South of S-Curve Park – north side of Arroyo

Minor Overlook/Rest Area Locations

Minor Overlook/Rest Areas incorporate flat vacant land with good views 
and unique features  (view southwest of the S-Curve Park looking east)
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b.1	 Minor Overlook/Rest Area Standards

Minor Overlooks/Rest Areas shall have all items listed in 
Overlook/Rest Area Standards in Section 2.9.1, plus:

Overlooks/Rest 
Areas shall use 

enhanced paving 
to develop unique 

stops along the 
Greenway

	Interpretive exhibits in 
select locations (refer 
to Site Development Plan, 
Section 2.1 for locations, 
and Greenway Signage 
Program, Section 2.12h 
for Interpretive Exhibit 
Standards)

	Overlooks/Rest Areas 
shall either incorporate 
Enhanced Paving to 
develop unique stops 
along the Greenway, 
and/or paving colored 
to blend with the 
surrounding landscape 
(refer to Site Furnishings 
Program, Section 2.14d)

2.9 -13

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

O V E R L O O K S / R E S T  A R E A S   



O V E R L O O K S / R E S T  A R E A S

 b
. M

IN
O

R 
O

V
ER

LO
O

KS
/R

ES
T 

A
RE

A
S

b.2	 Sycamore Drive Overlook/Rest Area 

Sycamore Drive Overlook/Rest Area is a portion of the Key 
Study Area for the Sycamore Drive Bridge. 

Refer to Project Entries, Section 2.11b, Bridges, Section 2.6c, and Under 
Crossings, Section 2.16c for additional information

In the 2007 Visioning Study, the area for the overlook/
rest area was identified as a potential park on privately 
owned parcels.  The Specific Plan refined this area to be 
an overlook/rest area because there are significant grade 
issues and the parcels for a park are too far removed from 
the Arroyo Simi Greenway.  The overlook is situated over 
the existing trail to allow for better, unobstructed views of 
the existing cascade within the Arroyo Simi.

View of the 
area for the 

proposed 
overlook/rest 

area looking 
south from the 

north side of 
the Arroyo Simi

2

1
View looking 
west at area 
for proposed 
overlook/rest 
area located at 
the bottom of 
the slope

Sycamore Drive Bridge Gateway Location

1
2
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Sycamore Drive Overlook/Rest Area shall have all items listed in 
Overlook/Rest Area Standards in Section 2.9.1, plus:

	Interpretive exhibits (refer 
to Site Development Plan, 
Section 2.1 for locations, and 
Greenway Signage Program, 
Section 2.12h for Interpretive 
Exhibit Standards)

	Workout Equipment (refer 
to Site Furnishings Program, 
Section 2.14g)

	Enhanced Paving to 
develop unique stops 
along the Greenway, 
and/or paving colored 
to blend with the 
surrounding landscape 
(refer to Site Furnishings 
Program, Section 2.14d)

Sycamore Drive Overlook/Rest Area
plan view 

Sycamore Drive 
Overlook/
Rest Area is a 
portion of the 
Key Study Area 
for Sycamore 
Drive Bridge

Sycamore Drive 
Overlook/Rest Area
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Locations

c.	 Major Overlooks/Rest Areas

Major Overlooks/Rest Areas are locations, which have 
sufficient room for a larger scale overlook with multiple 
activities, and have unique views and features.  These stops 
typically include two overlooks/rest areas placed on both 
sides of the Arroyo Simi with a bridge to span between 
them.
 

•	 Tierra Rejada Trailhead (Portion of Key Study Area 1)
•	 Cascade Overlook (Key Study Area 6)

Major Overlook/Rest Area Locations

Major Overlooks/
Rest Areas may 
cantilever over 

the Arroyo Simi

Major Overlooks/Rest Areas shall include all elements listed in 
Overlook/Rest Area Standards in Section 2.9.1, plus:
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c.1	   Major Overlook/Rest Area Standards

	Interpretive exhibits (refer to 
Site Development Plan, Section 2.1 
for locations, and Greenway Signage 
Program, Section 2.12h for Interpretive 
Exhibit Standards)

	Incorporate trail fencing and 
walls into proposed bridge 
designs (refer to Section 2.13, Fencing 
and Walls)

	Bike racks (refer to Site Furnishings 
Program, Section 2.14b)

	Large plaza with Enhanced Paving 
to develop unique stops along 
the Greenway, and/or paving 
shall be colored to blend with the 
surrounding landscape (refer to Site 
Furnishings Program, Section 2.14d)

	Depending on funding and 
structural engineering and ability 
to meet existing VCWPD flood 
control requirements, Major 
Overlooks/Rest Areas may 
cantilever over the Arroyo Simi, 
subject to VCWPD approval 

Incorporate trail fencing and walls into 
proposed bridge designs

Include interpretive exhibits in 
Major Overlooks/Rest Areas

Major Overlooks/
Rest Areas may 
cantilever over 

the Arroyo Simi

Major Overlooks/Rest Areas shall include all elements listed in 
Overlook/Rest Area Standards in Section 2.9.1, plus:

2.9 -17

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

O V E R L O O K S / R E S T  A R E A S   



O V E R L O O K S / R E S T  A R E A S

c.
M

A
JO

R 
O

V
ER

LO
O

KS
/R

ES
T 

A
RE

A
S

c.2	   Tierra Rejada Overlook/Rest Area 

Tierra Rejada Overlook/Rest Area is a portion of the Key 
Study Area for the Tierra Rejada Trailhead.  

Refer to Trailhead/ Parking, Section 2.4 for additional information

This Key Study Area has been developed to a schematic 
level as a bubble diagram to show relationships and 
elements to include in future design development.  
Tierra Rejada Park is located directly adjacent to the 
Arroyo Simi and is very large and it provides excellent 
opportunities for future overlook and trailhead uses. 

View of the cascade 
and existing bridge 
looking northeast

2

1 View looking west 
at area for proposed 
Overlook/Rest Area

Tierra Rejada Trailhead Location

1
2

3

View looking east at the 
cascade waterfall

3

Tierra Rejada Overlook/Rest Area
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Tierra Rejada Overlook/Rest Area shall have all items listed in 
Overlook/Rest Areas Standards in Section 2.9.1, plus:

	Connection into 
Trailhead parking area 
(Refer to Trailheads/Parking 
Section 2.4 for additional 
information)

	Informational Trailhead 
Kiosk (refer to Greenway 
Signage Program, Section 
2.12c)

Tierra Rejada Overlook/Rest Area
plan view 

Tierra Rejada Overlook/Rest Area 
is a portion of the Key Study Area 

for Tierra Rejada Trailhead

Tierra Rejada 
Overlook/Rest Area
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c.3	   Cascade Overlook/Rest Area

2

1

View looking 
east at area for 

the proposed 
Overlook/Rest 

Area

Cascade Overlook/Rest Area Location

1
2

View looking 
east at the 
existing 
cascade 
waterfall

The Cascade Overlook/Rest Area is located approximately 
halfway between First Street and Erringer Road, and is a Key 
Study Area.  

The Cascade Overlook/Rest Area has been located in the 
middle of the two streets to help alleviate the large amount 
of children and teenagers currently crossing the Arroyo 
Simi in the channel to get to surrounding schools.  There is 
a drop structure (cascade) that provides not only auditory 
interest and visual interest, but also structural support and 
grade separation for a bridge.

The Cascade Overlook/Rest Area is one of two locations 
along the Arroyo Simi Greenway where access to the water 
is suggested. (Refer to Section 2.16b for more information)

Optional Standard:

	Access to water (refer to 
Section 2.16b)

The Cascade Overlook/Rest Area shall 
have all items listed in Overlook/Rest Area 
Standards in Section 2.9.1, plus include:

	Major Directional Signage (refer to 
Greenway Signage Program, Section 2.12i)

Cascade Overlook/Rest Area
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Cascade Overlook/Rest Area
plan view 
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Cascade Overlook/Rest Area
view looking east
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Maintain existi ng nati ve vegetati on, such as around • 
Tierra Rejada Park and Darrah Volunteer Park, and 
protect existi ng topsoil from erosion whenever 
feasible

As opportunity allows, provide shade along the • 
Greenway and locate ameniti es under existi ng or 
proposed trees

Use landscaping to defi ne spaces, provide focal • 
points and frame scenic vistas, and block undesirable 
views

Provide habitat for local nati ve non-burrowing fauna • 
such as butt erfl ies, birds, fi sh and lizards

Provide a general understanding of the requirements • 
and impacts of tree and woody vegetati on growth 
along the Arroyo Simi fl ood control channel

Landscaping Intent

2.10 LANDSCAPING PROGRAM

This secti on provides a set of principles for designing and creati ng landscapes for the diverse areas along the Greenway, 
and unifi es the varied elements of landscape enhancements, screening, sustainability and restorati on.  Landscaping 
along the Greenway should harmoniously fi t into the land by considering the original natural riparian systems along the 
Arroyo Simi and responding to the unique array of site specifi c opportuniti es and constraints.

The designed landscape should promote the look and ambiance of open space while respecti ng a natural riparian 
character.  The Arroyo Simi Greenway setti  ng has a tremendous potenti al to provide an improved visual appeal by 
highlighti ng and enhancing the views of the surrounding hills and natural habitat areas. The overall landscape design 
concept is to strengthen the aestheti c appeal of the Arroyo Simi corridor by weaving in a consistent and unifi ed palett e 
of planti ngs to create a sense of place along the Greenway.  

Specify a consistent and unifi ed plant palett e along • 
the enti re Greenway, including parks, entrances and 
pathway to enhance the overall sense of place for 
the Arroyo Simi Greenway

Consider safety and maintenance requirements • 
related to landscaping along the Greenway 

Make all spaces along the Greenway visible to • 
patrolling vehicles

Design for local environmental conditi ons and • 
incorporate non-invasive/drought-tolerant plants 
that can adapt to the natural rainfall of the area 

L A N D S C A P I N G  P R O G R A M
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0 Given the semi-arid climate of Simi Valley, considerati on must be given to plant 
selecti on, irrigati on, and future maintenance along the Greenway.  Special design 
deliberati on shall be given to landscaping around existi ng streetlights, power 
lines, signage, driveway entries, criti cal views, and trail and road intersecti ons to 
reduce maintenance and increase safety along the Greenway.  

Key goals for landscaping along the Greenway are to create 
a more natural and beauti ful environment with wildlife 
habitats and to incorporate plants to fi lter pollutants to 
provide bett er water quality.  The primary purpose of the 
Arroyo Simi is storm water drainage and fl ood control, and 
there are some issues that need to be carefully considered 
and planned for in order to beauti fy the Greenway.  

All planti ng along the Arroyo should be carefully considered 
in order to minimize operati ons and maintenance impacts, 
and preserve unobstructed access to Ventura County 
Watershed Protecti on District (VCWPD) faciliti es.  VCWPD 
will be acti ve in reviewing and approving plans for 
restorati on, and fl ood capacity shall be carefully maintained 
along the Greenway.   Any planti ng within the Arroyo Simi 
channel shall not adversely aff ect fl ood control capacity or 
the VCWPD’s maintenance operati ons, and shall be subject 
to VCWPD review and approval.

Create a 
more natural 
environment 
that mimics the 
surrounding hills 
and habitats

South of Darrah 
Volunteer Park 

looking east

Between Tapo Canyon 
Road and Sequoia 
Avenue looking southA
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Specify low maintenance planti ngs • 
and avoid harmful chemicals 
whenever practi cal

Reuse nati ve topsoil when possible• 
Use sustainably and locally sourced • 
products and materials

Re-use local waste rock or existi ng • 
rock rip-rap as a supplemental 
ground cover within certain porti ons 
of the Greenway

Promote environmental educati on • 
by planti ng in partnership with local 
schools and community volunteers 

Further nati ve plant educati on by • 
providing signs that call out nati ve 
plants by name to help people 
recognize the beauty of indigenous 
plant 

Develop interpreti ve signage • 
which encourages residents and 
businesses to use sustainable 
landscapes principles and nati ve 
plants in landscaping, and which 
describes Nati ve American uses of 
nati ve plant material

Within the Greenway boundary, • 
consider constructed wetlands, 
vegetati ve strips and bioswales to 
treat runoff  before it enters the 
Arroyo Simi

Sustainable Elements2.10. 1 

A sustainable landscape is healthy and resilient and will endure over the long term 
without the need for high input of scarce resources such as water and ferti lizer.  
The natural functi ons and processes of the landscape should generally be able to 
maintain themselves, and be in harmony with local environmental conditi ons.

Landscape design along the Greenway shall include sustainable design principles 
such as water conservati on techniques, nati ve plant uses, and biological control.  
Recommended vegetati on types should survive on low water and minimal 
maintenance, and work with ecological and climati c conditi ons rather than against 
them.

Incorporate Water • 
Hydrozone Concepts 
which group plants 
by their watering 
requirements and use 
separate irrigati on 
systems for each zone

Within parks, separate o 
turf areas from shrub 
and ground cover areas
Create irrigati on o 
subsystems according 
to orientati on, 
exposure, and slope

Use mulch in landscaped • 
areas (approximately 3 
inches thick) to increase 
the soil’s ability to hold 
water and reduce water 
requirements, but do 
not cover the plants with 
mulch or place mulch up 
to the plant stem

Use recycled bark or o 
ti re mulch
If feasible, use 6-inch o 
or larger rocks around 
the plants, or place 
on the south and west 
sides of the plants to 
provide protecti on 
from the sun and keep 
roots cool and moist

Incorporate irrigati on • 
methods which limits 
overspray and runoff 

Use effi  cient system o 
such as low-fl ow drip, 
bubblers, or low-fl ow 
sprinklers
Adjust irrigati on o 
schedules quarterly 
to meet plant 
requirements based on 
seasonal changes
Minimize irrigati on use, o 
and set irrigati on clocks 
to operate during low 
water demand and 
evaporati on periods 
of the day, such as the 
early morning
Include rain sensors in o 
all irrigati on systems to 
prevent unnecessary 
watering when feasible
Consider Smart o 
Controllers when 
feasible to monitor 
informati on about site 
conditi ons (such as soil 
moisture, rain, wind, 
slope, and soil and plant 
types) to apply the 
right amount of water 
to maintain healthy 
growing conditi ons

Whenever feasible, the landscaping along the Arroyo Simi shall include the following 
sustainable concepts:

2.10 -3
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Plants must not obscure safe o 
sight lines or pose obstructi ons 
which limit the visibility of trail 
users or patrolling vehicles
Low landscaping shall be o 
provided at trail intersecti ons 
and roadway entrances to 
maintain proper site distances
Planti ng within 5 feet from o 
any trail or pathway shall be 
restricted to low growing shrubs 
and ground covers  (18 inches 
maximum height)
Planti ng within 5 to 10 feet o 
from any trail or pathway may 
incorporate medium and low 
growing shrubs and ground 
covers (36 inches maximum 
height)
Limit the use of large shrubs to o 
necessary screening purposes 
only  (refer to 2.10a.2 for additi onal 

informati on)

If planti ng on a slope, provide a basin ¾ 
that is at least 2 feet in diameter 
around the plant 
Plant height and mass of mature ¾ 
plants must be considered in regard 
to views, shade, and maintenance

Mix both fast and slow growing ¾ 
species along the Greenway 
because fast growing trees can 
quickly create a desired eff ect 
but they tend to be shorter lived 
than slow growing species
Avoid aggressive, invasive, high ¾ 
water use, and exoti c plants
Retain existi ng nati ve vegetati on ¾ 
whenever feasible
Specify tough and durable ¾ 
plant materials that are easily 
maintained, and disease and 
pest resistant species 
Habitat enhancement areas ¾ 
shall be considered to be non-
irrigated (permanent), and shall 
fl ourish under long durati ons of 
fl ooding with drought recovery
Habitat enhancement vegetati on ¾ 
shall tolerate poor soil 
conditi ons
Avoid plants along walkways ¾ 
and trails that have spiny or 
sharp leaves or att ract bees, 
and ensure that fruits, nuts 
or blossoms will not fall on 
hardscaping 
Set trees back a minimum of 10 ¾ 
feet from hardscape elements, 
and select trees that are deep 
rooted, non-aggressive species 
to minimize water requirements
All trees shall have root control ¾ 
barriers along the trail and 
hardscape edge 

When the Greenway bisects a roadway, vegetati on shall ¾ 
gradually transiti on from the Greenway to the street
Any planti ng along public streets shall incorporate City ¾ 
of Simi Valley Landscape Design Standards (streetscape 
enhancements are proposed at all project gateways, and 
along Yosemite Avenue and Los Angeles Avenue north of 
the S-Curve Park)
Areas along the Greenway from First Street to Erringer ¾ 
Road are specifi ed as levees by the VCWPD and must 
meet additi onal requirements, refer to Secti on 2.16.a.3
Incorporate drought-tolerant California nati ves or non-¾ 
invasive Mediterranean species 

Landscape Standards2.10. 2 

Incorporate drought-tolerant California nati ves 
and/or non-invasive Mediterranean species

2.10-4
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Integrate diff erent sizes, o 
shapes, and textures 

Use vegetati on that att racts birds & butt erfl ies

Provide erosion control to conserve valuable top soil and ¾ 
prevent destructi ve and unsightly gully formati ons

Trees shall be minimum 24-inch ¾ 
box size, unless on slopes where 
a minimum 15-gallon size is 
permitt ed, and shrubs shall be a 
minimum 5-gallon, and groundcover 
shall be fl ats
Incorporate a mix of evergreen ¾ 
and deciduous vegetati on which 
provides seasonal fl owering and 
color for year round enjoyment
Develop an overall sense of place for ¾ 
the Greenway by using harmonious 
fl ower color and contrasti ng leaf 
color and bark textures whenever 
possible
Provide layered vegetati on with ¾ 
lower growing plants in the 
foreground and taller plants in the 
background
Consider tree forms and place ¾ 
smaller round trees in front of tall 
thin trees, and evergreens behind 
deciduous trees
Plant large canopy shade trees with ¾ 
dense foliage on the east and west 
side of seati ng areas and structures 
to block seasonal sun, and use 
deciduous trees on the south side to 
allow sunlight in the winter and to 
block the sun in the summer
Use open canopy trees for windy ¾ 
areas to reduce potenti al damage 
associated with dense foliage and 
high winds

Provide vegetati on that att racts ¾ 
birds and butt erfl ies
Maintain and integrate existi ng ¾ 
nati ve vegetati on whenever 
feasible
Provide a gradual transiti on ¾ 
between habitat enhancement 
areas and landscape 
enhancement/screening areas 
Integrate nati ve grasses to ¾ 
blend with the surrounding off -
site hillsides
Group trees and shrubs in ¾ 
naturalisti c masses rather than 
formal, evenly spaced individual 
planti ngs
Incorporate natural elements ¾ 
such as boulders and rocks in 
naturalisti c groupings when 
feasible

Preserve natural ground cover to inhibit erosion o 
Use appropriate soil conservati on practi ces o 
Plant with erosion control shrubs, groundcover, and/or o 
grasses to stabilize slopes 
Ensure short and long term slope stability through a o 
plant palett e that includes short lived fast growing slope 
stabilizing grasses and ground cover, and long lived 
ground cover and shrubs

Plant landscaping so it will not ¾ 
obscure required Greenway 
light levels (refer to Secti on 2.7)

Lighti ng should be located o 
midway between existi ng 
and proposed trees 
whenever feasible
Consider the mature size o 
of the vegetati on and the 
potenti al impact of shadows 
from trees and large shrubs
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Locat ions

Landscape enhancement areas shall be provided at project gateway entries, trail 
intersecti ons, trailheads, parks and overlooks. Landscape enhancement areas should 
be considered along Los Angeles Avenue, north of the proposed S-Curve Park, and at 
Yosemite Avenue.  Where feasible, landscape enhancement is suggested along trails 
and connecti on sidewalks.

Landscape screening should be located where there are undesirable views from the 
Greenway, and generally placed to lessen the visual impacts of large unarti culated 
building masses, blank walls and fences, and parking lots.

Landscape enhancement areas are intended to provide 
planti ng with colorful vegetati on and rich textures in key 
areas along the Greenway to improve the look and feel of 
the trail system.  Landscape enhancement is described in 
Secti on 2.10 a.1.

Landscape screening areas are intended to increase the 
aestheti c of the Greenway by diff using unsightly views and 
controlling access where necessary.  Landscape Screening is 
described in Secti on 2.10 a.2.

Landscape enhancement areas will create a more 
comfortable and att racti ve Greenway with colorful 
vegetati on and rich textures

Landscape Enhancement/Screening Areas

Landscape Enhancement/Screeninga. 
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Turf areas shall be o 
adequately drained, and 
not installed on slopes 
exceeding 20% 
Insure that turf areas meet o 
adjacent pathways at 
grade and avoid any abrupt 
changes in grade
Allow for mowers to easily o 
maneuver around trees if 
proposed in turf areas

   Landscape Enhancement a.1 

Landscape enhancement areas are specifi ed to beauti fy the Greenway, provide 
ample tree coverage and landscaping to create shade, and enhance the human 
scale elements for trail users.  Landscape enhancement areas will infi ll existi ng 
planti ng or be used to vegetate and soft en an area that is void of planti ng.  
Landscape enhancement areas will provide visual emphasis and focal points 
along the Greenway, and be used in key locati ons to guide and welcome trail 
users. 

Landscape Enhancement shall incorporate Landscaping Standards from Secti on 
2.10.2, and also include the following:

Integrate a variety of plant materials ¾ 
which off er seasonal color throughout 
the year
Create an att racti ve mix of leaf and bark ¾ 
textures, coordinated colors and plant 
forms, and non-competi ng aromati c 
fragrances
Use plants with unique textures and ¾ 
colors along with a solid backdrop of 
evergreen vegetati on for entry and 
accent landscaping
Provide accent landscape focal points ¾ 
to direct trail users and highlight 
gathering areas
Whenever possible, provide trees to ¾ 
create a more inti mate scale, enclose 
spaces, and provide shade 

Strive to incorporate existi ng ¾ 
and/or new shade trees around 
entries, parks and overlooks/
rest areas 
Limit turf to recreati onal use ¾ 
areas and the creati on of usable 
outdoor spaces within parks as 
deemed necessary by the Park 
District

Enhancement may ¾ 
include themed gardens 
incorporated with 
interpreti ve signage 
where appropriate, i.e.:

Add street trees where ¾ 
needed along widened 
sidewalks indicated as 
trail connecti ons within 
the Trails secti on of this 
Specifi c Plan (Refer to 

Secti on 2.5f)

Use plants to 
create a more 
inti mate scale, 
enclose spaces, 
and provide 
shade

Butt erfl y Garden o 
located next to an 
interpreti ve sign 
discussing plant 
communiti es and 
ecology 
Nati ve American o 
Indian plants next 
to an interpreti ve 
sign discussing 
Chumash Indian 
sett lements and 
their use of nati ve 
plants
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Use fast growing 
screening plants 
along with low walls 
and berms to diff use 
unsightly views

Use fast growing evergreen ¾ 
landscape screening along with 
low walls and berms where 
necessary to quickly shield 
unsightly views; however, 
consider views from adjacent 
buildings onto the Greenway and 
att empt to maintain good views 
and allow light to conti nue to 
reach building windows

Incorporate dense landscaping ¾ 
to screen a minimum of 75% of 
the man-made element at the 
ti me of planti ng (such as parking 
lots, trash enclosures and uti lity 
equipment along the Arroyo 
Simi Greenway)

Whenever possible, incorporate landscape screening to 
soft en man-made elements and focus att enti on on to the 
natural beauty of the Greenway.  Landscape screening 
used along the Greenway will de-emphasize the visibility of 
parked cars, uti liti es and large expanses of fencing and walls 
and help to diff use the visual impacts of adjacent buildings.  
Landscape screening may also be used to provide additi onal 
privacy for adjacent landowners and businesses, and to 
control unwanted pedestrian and bicycle access at parks 
and overlooks when necessary.

 

Landscape screening shall incorporate Landscaping Standards from Secti on 
2.10.2, and also include the following:

   Landscape Screeninga.2 

Incorporate landscape screening to soft en 
man-made elements
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Incorporate landscape 
screening to focus att enti on 

onto the natural beauty of 
the Arroyo Simi Greenway

Existi ng view from Los 
Angeles Avenue looking 
east at large blank walls and 
parking lot on the north side 
of the Arroyo Simi

BEFORE

AFTER
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Planti ng along the Greenway shall incorporate species that are successfully 
growing around the Arroyo Simi, and use similar species throughout the trail 
system to create a unifi ed and cohesive landscape palett e.  The following list 
of plants was developed using many web sites and books.  The Urban Forest 
Ecosystems Insti tute SelecTree web site was used for root damage potenti al.

All plant material and placement are subject to review and approval by the 
VCWPD, Rancho Simi Recreati on and Park District and City of Simi Valley.  
Maintenance practi ces within the Greenway shall conform to requirements 
agreed upon by the VCWPD, Parks and Recreati on District and City of Simi 
Valley.  All vegetati on along the Greenway must be carefully researched prior to 
planti ng, and all species are subject to approval by the VCWPD.  

The establishment and control of proper vegetati on is essenti al.  Not all tree 
and woody vegetati on growth imposes the same level of impact on operati on, 
performance, and safety, and all planti ng proposed within these areas is subject 
to review and approval by the VCWPD. Levee areas described in Secti on 2.16a.3 
have special planti ng criteria, and appropriate species are indicated with an (*).

Preliminary Plant Listb. 

This preliminary plant list is not a fi nal list of allowable 
vegetati on along the Arroyo Simi Greenway, but rather a 
list of plants that meet the Arroyo Simi Greenway design 
aestheti c.  Variable unforeseen site conditi ons could 
necessitate the use of alternati ve species but fi nal plant 
species selecti ons shall meet the standards within this 
Specifi c Plan secti on, and meet the design intent of this 
preliminary plant list in regards to the aestheti c look and 
feel of the vegetati on.

All vegetati on along 
the Greenway must be 
carefully researched 
prior to planti ng, 
and species within or 
adjacent to the Arroyo 
are subject to review 
and approval  by the 
VCWPD, City and Park 
District
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BOTANICAL NAME/ COMMON NAME
PLANTING

ENHANCEMENT
LANDSCAPE
SCREENING

HABITAT
ENHANCEMENT

CALIFORNIA
NATIVE

LOW ROOT
DAMAGE

EROSION
CONTROL

BARRIER
PLANT

LARGE TREES (35' OR MORE)

Fraxinus latifolia/ Oregon Ash X X X X

Platanus racemosa/ California Sycamore X X X

Populus balsamifera/ Black Cottonwood X X

Populus fremontii/ Fremontii Cottonwood X

Quercus agrifolia/ Coast Live Oak X X X

Quercus lobata/ Valley Oak X X X

Umbellularia californica/ California Bay Laurel X X X X

SMALL TO MEDIUM TREES (TO 34')

Aesculus californica/ California Buckeye X X X X

Cercis occidentalis/ Western Redbud X X X X

Cercocarpus betuloides/ Mountain Ironwood X X X X

Cercocarpus ledifolius/ Curl Leaf Mountain Mahogany X X X X

Chitalpa x tashkentensis/ Sweet Desert Willow X X X

Cornus stolonifera/ Red Stem Dogwood X X X X X

Feijoa sellowiana/ Pineapple Guava X X X

Fraxinus dipetala/ Foothill Ash X X X X X

Garrya elliptica/ Coast Silktassel X X X X

Prunus iIicifolia/ Hollyleaf Cherry X X X X

Prunus lyonii/ Catalina Cherry X X X X

Quercus berberidifolia/ Scrub Oak X X X X

Quercus durata/ Leather Oak X X X X

Ribes speciosum/ Fuchsia Flowered Gooseberry X X

Salix lasiandra/ Pacific Willow X

Salix lasiolepis/ Arroyo Willow X X X
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