




A segment of the Rancho Simi Community Park Expansion demonstrates the 
existing dirt or gravel trail being paved to a point (New Paved Trail – Type 1), and 
then a New Paved Trail - Type 2 is used to provide better integration with the 
amenities within the park.  Where this transition occurs, a portion of the trail will 
remain unpaved (Existing Dirt Trail to Remain) to allow for maintenance vehicle use 
and provide for access to a quiet overlook/rest area.

Refer to Section 2.8b for additional information

Rancho Simi Park Trail Detail
plan view of trails 

Rancho Simi 
Park Trail Detail

1b

1a

2b

2a

3b

3a

6a

1b

3a

Proposed    
Overlook/ 
Rest Area	

TRAIL LEGEND

6a

2a

2a

Existing Paved Trail to  
Remain (Primary)

Existing Paved Trail to 
Remain (Secondary)

New Paved Trail -        
Type 1 (Primary)

New Paved Trail -      
Type 1 (Secondary)

New Paved Trail -  
Type 2 (Primary) 

New Paved Trail - 
Type 2 (Secondary)

Existing Dirt Trail to 
Remain

Existing Trail 
Alignment
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Primary New Paved Trail - Type 2 
alignments are located:

c. New Paved Trail - Type 2

The following design criteria describe a typical new paved 
trail that is not on an existing dirt or gravel trail.  These 
trails do not have a graded base for a paved trail, and 
will require additional site preparation.  New Paved Trails 
have been located along the Greenway to create safer 
recreational amenities along the trail, or to adjust the trail 
to accommodate new bridges or to better incorporate the 
trail system within existing and proposed parks. Many of 
the New Paved Trails – Type 2 are designated as primary on 
the Site Development Plan (Section 2.1). 

Secondary New Paved Trail - Type 2 
alignments are located:

Locations of New Paved Trails - Type 2

•	 East of Madera Road on the
north side of the Arroyo Simi

• North of Aristotle Street on the
south side of the Arroyo Simi
leading to Sinaloa Road through
a potential easement

•	 Along north side of Los Angeles
Avenue, Sycamore Drive east to
the Tapo Canyon Drain

• Along south side of existing ball
fields at Darrah Volunteer Park
leading to proposed Trailhead

•	 West of Kuehner Drive leading
to Smith Road

•	 Tierra Rejada Trailhead
•	 South of Easy Street Park on the

south side of the Arroyo Simi
leading to Los Angeles Avenue

•	 Rancho Simi Community Park
Expansion (see page 2.5-19)

•	 Community Center Park
•	 South side of the Arroyo Simi

connecting Darrah Volunteer Park 
to the Arroyo Simi Equestrian 
Center and Vista del Arroyo Park

•	 S-Curve Pocket Park
•	 West of Stearns Street

New Paved Trails – Type 2 shall include:

New Paved Trail - 
Type 2 on the south 

side of the Arroyo 
connecting to Vista 

del Arroyo Park 
through the use of a 

new bridge

 looking east

 looking west

Secondary Alignment	
Primary Alignment	

1

1

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

6

2

7 8 3

9 10 4 512

11

5

Vacant land west 
of the Darrah Park 

Expansion area 
(shown on left

side of the trail) 
could allow for 

future relocation 
of the multi-use 

trail further away 
from the existing 

residences (see 
page 2.5-23)

	Designed according to Greenway 
Trail and Striping Standards, 
Sections 2.5.3, 2.5.4 and 2.5.5

	Located to follow existing contours 
to reduce grading to the extent 
feasible

	New Paved Trails – Type 2 shall join 
seamlessly with existing trails
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• Easy Street Pocket Park: Key Study Area 3
• Community Center Park: Key Study Area 10 and 10a
• Darrah Volunteer Park: Key Study Area 11 and 11a
• S-Curve Park: Key Study Area 12 and 12a

 New Paved Trails – Type 2 shall
be located as far as possible from
residential areas

 Minimize disturbance and protect
existing native vegetation

 Landscape screening/
enhancement (refer to Landscaping,
Section 2.10)

Key Study Areas in this section depicting 
New Paved Trails - Type 2

New Paved Trails – Type 2 shall include:

New Paved Trail - Type 2 occurs throughout the Greenway, and 
there are examples of this trail type with each of the Key Study 
Areas.  Refer to Section 2.5.2 for locations.

The Key Study Areas shown in this section schematically 
describes some of the non-typical trail situations that occur on 
the Greenway.  Key Study Areas shown on the following pages 
are: 

Vacant land west 
of the Darrah Park 

Expansion area 
(shown on left 

side of the trail) 
could allow for 

future relocation 
of the multi-use 

trail further away 
from the existing 

residences (see 
page 2.5-23)

 Designed according to Greenway
Trail and Striping Standards,
Sections 2.5.3, 2.5.4 and 2.5.5

 Located to follow existing contours
to reduce grading to the extent
feasible

 New Paved Trails – Type 2 shall join
seamlessly with existing trails
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New Drainage Sidewalks shall include:

	Concrete walkway with a width of 8 
to 10 feet

	Design sidewalk with cross slopes of 
no more than 2% 

	Due to pathway width restrictions 
and anticipated high volumes of 
use, the New Drainage Sidewalk is 
intended to be for pedestrians only 

	Providing street trees in grates to 
add shade and improve aesthetics 
from the roadway approximately 
every 50 feet on center (refer to 
Landscaping, Section 2.10)

e.	 New Drainage Sidewalk

The following design criteria describe a paved sidewalk that 
is located along an existing open drainage corridor that 
cannot accommodate a full trail width described in Section 
2.5d.  

The New Drainage Sidewalk is shown in Key Study Area 4 
and 4a, Sinaloa School Connection, and is a vital part of 
the project goal of providing safe routes to schools. The 
sidewalk is located on 5th Street, along the existing drainage 
corridor leading directly to Sinaloa Middle School.

Refer to Safe Routes to Schools, Section 1.3a, and School Entry 
Enhancements, Section 2.2b, for additional information

1

Location of Sinaloa Middle School Connection
Sinaloa Middle School 
Connection
proposed view looking south

AFTER

BEFORE

	Landscape the side of the drainage 
corridor opposite the drainage 
sidewalk whenever feasible (refer to 
Landscaping, Section 2.10)

	Greenway Banners shall be 
incorporated (refer to the Greenway 
Signage Program, Section 2.12g)

	Remove existing chain link fencing 
and replace with new trail fencing 
and low retaining wall (where 
necessary) on drainage side of 
sidewalk (refer to Section 2.13a.3 and 
2.13b)
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In both conceptual options, the existing drainage channel remains 
unchanged and landscape improvements are suggested on 
the opposite side of the drainage.  Depending on final capacity 
requirements for the drainage channel next to the sidewalk, 
additional alternatives could include overhanging the channel, or 
enclosing the channel.  There may be other alternatives available 
to develop this section of trail, such as converting the open channel 
into a box and locating the sidewalk on top of the boxed channel.  
Costs, constraints and further discussions with VCWPD will guide 
final design, which shall incorporate the development standards 
contained in this section, and be subject to VCWPD approval.

There are several options that could be used to develop the 
New Drainage Sidewalk along 5th Street, and this Specific Plan 
developed two potential methods of implementing this trail, 
but did not do a detail engineering analysis of the alternatives.  

•	 Option A involves cutting into the slope with a retaining 
wall on the street side, and creating a trail that is lower 
than the roadway
o	 This grade separation could provide for a safer 

pedestrian experience
o	 This option might flood in rare occurrences

•	 Option B involves raising the grade with a retaining wall 
on the drainage side, creating a trail which is typical to a 
sidewalk situation
o	 This option might improve the risk of flooding by 

using a concrete wall rather than fencing along the 
drainage side of the trail

proposed view looking south BEFORE

Sinaloa Middle School Connection
optional trail sections
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Sinaloa Middle School Connection
plan view

see plan to right

see plan to left

f.	 Widened Sidewalk
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•	 Along Cochran Street 
and Sequoia Avenue 
connecting to Drainage 
Trail on the Tapo Canyon 
Drain

•	 Along Alamo Street 
connecting to the Drainage 
Trail on the Tapo Canyon 
Drain and the pubic 
facilities at City Hall

•	 Segment along Los 
Angeles Avenue just 
north of the S-Curve 
Park

Widened Sidewalks are located:
f.	 Widened Sidewalk

Wider sidewalks are preferable in areas of high pedestrian traffic such as along 
parks, schools, and other major pedestrian generators.  A widened sidewalk 
should be provided when there is anticipated high use and sufficient room to 
expand the walkway.  

Some existing sidewalks are necessary to incorporate as linkages and 
connections into the Greenway and are shown on the Site Development Plan, 
but they are not expected to need widening or improvements other than 
driveway crossing warning signs. 

Location of Widened Sidewalks

1

2

3

1 3

2

Widened Sidewalks should be constructed similar to the existing 
sidewalk on Los Angeles Avenue just north of the Amtrak/Metrolink 
Station 2.5 -29
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Widened Sidewalks shall include:

 Design sidewalks with cross slopes
no more than 2%

 Realign trail to slow trail users
whenever necessary and feasible

 Incorporate driveway crossing
warning devices as needed (refer to
At Grade Crossings, Section 2.3b.3)

 Install landscape enhancements
whenever feasible, or provide
incentives to property owners (refer
to Landscaping, Section 2.10a)

 Greenway Banners shall be
incorporated (refer to the Greenway
Signage Program, Section 2.12g)

 Optional Standard: Consider
painting or staining the concrete to
delineate it as a special route

 New concrete paving to match
and join seamlessly with existing
or proposed sidewalks

 Increase the sidewalk width to 8
or 10 feet

 Minimize disturbance and protect
existing vegetation to the extent
feasible

 When possible, separate the
sidewalk from roadways with a
planted buffer strip

View of existing 
abrupt pavement 
change just east of 
the railroad crossing 
and north of the 
proposed S-Curve 
Park

g. Equestrian Trail 

Driveway Crossing 
Improvements,
Typical	

Greenway Banner,
Typical	

Widened 
Sidewalk,
Typical	

plan view

Typical Design of 
Widened Sidewalks
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Equestrian Trails are suggested at:Equestrian use on the Arroyo Simi has declined over the years, and there are 
fewer properties with horses adjacent to the Greenway.  Equestrian use is 
currently occurring more often in the regional trail systems surrounding the 
Greenway and at the Arroyo Simi Equestrian Center.  If practical, equestrian 
use on the multi-use trails should be physically separated to minimize potential 
conflicts between bikes and horses.

The equestrian use should be continued around the Arroyo Simi Equestrian 
Center as it provides horse trailer parking and restrooms, and it is adjacent to 
existing trails in the hills surrounding this facility.  The equestrian trail should 
connect into the existing Arroyo Simi Equestrian Center to the west and existing 
Rim of the Valley and Parker Ranch regional trail systems to the east. Additional 
areas along the Greenway may be developed for equestrian uses in the future as 
the need arises.  

g.	 Equestrian Trail 

•	 North side of the 
Arroyo Simi from 
existing Rim of the 
Valley Trail east to 
Parker Ranch Trails

•	 Existing Sidewalk 
at Railroad and 
Katherine Road 
intersection to the 
Parker Ranch Trails

•	 North side of the 
Arroyo Simi from 
Royal to Sequoia 
Avenue (when south 
side trail is complete)

•	 South side of the 
Arroyo Simi from 
the Arroyo Simi 
Equestrian Center to 
the existing Rim of 
the Valley 

Location of Equestrian Trails 

Existing well worn equestrian trails east of the 
Arroyo Simi Equestrian Center looking east

1

1 2

4

3

3

2

3

4
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	New Equestrian Trails shall join 
seamlessly with existing trails

	Minimize disturbance and 
protect existing native 
vegetation

	Provide landscape screening/
enhancement (refer to Landscaping, 
Section 2.10)

	Install new fencing where 
required (refer to Section 2.13, 
Fencing and Walls)

	Locate Directional Signage as 
needed to guide trail users (refer 
to the Greenway Signage Program, 
Section 2.12)

	Optional Standard: Consider 
removing the pavement on 
the north side of the Arroyo 
Simi between Royal to Sequoia 
Avenue when the south side 
trail is complete to facilitate an 
equestrian trail

The following design criteria describe a typical equestrian trail:

	Follow existing standards for 
equestrian/multi-use trails 

	When practical, equestrian use 
on the multi-use trails shall be 
physically separated to minimize 
potential conflicts with bikes 
and horses, and the equestrian 
trail shall parallel the multi-
use trail, include a trail fence 
between trails, and clearly 
distinguish between uses with 
signage

	Equestrian trails shall use 
existing dirt or gravel trails 
whenever feasible

	All equestrian trails must 
consider the Ventura County 
Watershed Protection District’s 
operation and maintenance 
functions, and make use of the 
Best Management Practices for 
water quality

	Trail alignment shall be located 
to follow existing contours to 
reduce grading to the extent 
feasible

View of Arroyo Simi Equestrian Center 
entry looking east

The south side of the Arroyo Simi 
across from Darrah Volunteer Park 
Expansion is currently owned by the 
VCWPD.  If a trail is provided over the 
VCWPD parcel, the trail area shall be 
clearly distinguishable and separated 
from the VCWPD maintenance 
facility by landscaping and fencing.  
Very visible no trespassing signs 
and notices about VCWPD existing 
use and practices on the property 
south of the equestrian trail shall 
be located to notify trail users of 
underlying ownership.  
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The south side of the Arroyo Simi 
across from Darrah Volunteer Park 
Expansion is currently owned by the 
VCWPD.  If a trail is provided over the 
VCWPD parcel, the trail area shall be 
clearly distinguishable and separated 
from the VCWPD maintenance 
facility by landscaping and fencing.  
Very visible no trespassing signs 
and notices about VCWPD existing 
use and practices on the property 
south of the equestrian trail shall 
be located to notify trail users of 
underlying ownership.  

View of area proposed for trail 
easement looking east

Darrah Volunteer Park Trail Detail
plan view of trail easement area

Equestrian Trail 
continues to join 
Rim of the Valley 
Trail System	

Potential 
Connection to 
Future Park	

Multi-Use Trail		  Equestrian Trail	 	

Equestrian trail along the trail easement will be separated 
from the multi-use trail by a fence and planting, and signs 
will clearly identify trail rules

3a 5b

TRAIL LEGEND

5b

3a

New Paved Trail - 
Type 2 (Primary)

New Equestrian 
Trail
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•	 South side of the Arroyo Simi from
First Street to Drainage Trail south
of Easy Street Pocket Park

•	 West side of Rancho Simi
Community Park Expansion where
the New Paved Trail – Type 2 goes
into the park

• Areas south of the Arroyo
Simi connecting to proposed
equestrian trails

Existing Dirt Trail to Remain are located

h. Existing Dirt Trail to Remain

The following design criteria describe a typical existing dirt 
or gravel trail that will remain unpaved.  These trails are 
retained to continue to be used as VCWPD maintenance 
vehicle roads, and all are secondary alignments. 

If it is determined in the future that these trails should be 
paved, it is permitted and shall follow the standards for a 
New Paved Trail – Type 1 as described in Section 2.5b of 
this Specific Plan. 

• Trails that extend to the west at
Tierra Rejada Trailhead

• South side of the Arroyo Simi
from Madera Road east to
proposed easement connection
at Aristotle Street and Sinaloa
Road

 Provide landscape screening/
enhancement where feasible (refer to
Landscaping, Section 2.10)

 Install new fence/walls or removal
of existing fences where applicable
(refer to Section 2.13, Fencing and Walls)

 Provide Directional Signage as
needed (refer to the Greenway Signage
Program, Section 2.12i and 2.12j)

Existing dirt trail at 
the proposed Tierra 

Rejada Trailhead  
looking west

Location of Existing Dirt Trails to Remain 

1

1 2

3 4 5 2

3

4

5

Existing Dirt Trail to Remain should include:

 Re-grade trail with 6-inch thick
aggregate base and incorporate
Best Management Practices if
needed

 Existing gates at roadway entries
may remain, but consider
secondary gateway entry
treatments similar to Section
2.11b

 Minimize disturbance and
protect existing vegetation to
the greatest extent feasible
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Complement the aestheti c of the•
Greenway with cohesive bridge treatments
that blend the old with the new

Incorporate visually prominent features•
such as decorati ve lighti ng, columns,
walls and fencing adjacent to the bridge
structures

B R I D G E S 

Bridges Intent

2.6 BRIDGES

Bridges provide a unique opportunity to experience and view the Greenway from additi onal vantage points, 
and off er an excellent opportunity to unify the north and south sides of the Greenway. 

Most of the existi ng trails are currently located on the north side of the Arroyo Simi, but the majority of the 
recreati on uses such as existi ng parks are located on the south side.  Proposed and enhanced pedestrian/
bicycle bridges will signifi cantly increase the ease of use along the trail system, while minimizing on-street 
sidewalk use and potenti al trail user confl icts.  

Environmental permits or review will be required by various agencies to permit constructi on of bridges along 
the Arroyo Simi Greenway.  Ventura County Watershed Protecti on District (VCWPD) will be acti ve in reviewing 
and approving plans for bridges along the Arroyo Simi, and fl ood capacity shall be carefully managed along the 
Greenway.

Increased safety is the primary goal,•
including physical separati on of trail
users from vehicles

Minimize barriers and delays along the•
Greenway to the extent feasible

Beauti fi cati on with a consistent and•
unifi ed bridge enhancement treatment
along the Greenway
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Proposed and enhanced pedestrian/bicycle bridges will 
signifi cantly increase the ease of use and safety along the 
trail system and minimize delays when traveling along the 
Arroyo Simi Greenway

2.6-2
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Sustainable Elements2.6. 1 

To the extent feasible, the following sustainable elements shall be used for bridge 
design and constructi on:

Use high strength or high performance materials to reduce the amount of • 
overall structure required

Provide erosion and sedimentati on control during bridge installati on• 
Use recycled materials and recycle constructi on waste• 
Formwork, temporary bracing, pedestrian barriers and scaff olding should be • 
reused when bridge constructi on is complete
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Minor directi onal ¾ 
signage shall be added 
to guide trail users 
(refer to Greenway Signage 

Program, Secti on 2.12j)
Decorati ve rock columns ¾ 
and caps similar to 
Greenway walls should 
be installed where 
feasible (refer to Fencing 

and Walls, Secti on 2.13b)
Rock façade should ¾ 
be added to  bridge 
abutment walls or 
existi ng walls leading up 
to the bridge whenever 
feasible (refer to Fencing 

and Walls, Secti on 2.13b)

Existi ng bridges are part of the Greenway entries; refer to Project Entries, 
Secti on 2.11, for additi onal informati on.

Existi ng Automobile Bridgesa. 

The following design elements shall be included on existi ng 
automobile bridges along the Arroyo Simi Greenway whenever 
feasible:

Existi ng bridges along ¾ 
the Greenway shall be 
consistently cleaned and 
painted an earth tone 
color 
Existi ng bridge railing will ¾ 
be painted or replaced 
with a decorati ve 
railing that will be used 
consistently along the 
Greenway
Decorati ve Greenway ¾ 
lighti ng fi xtures should 
be installed on the bridge 
whenever necessary (refer 
to Trail Lighti ng Program, 

Secti on 2.7) 

In general, the existi ng automobile bridges crossing over the Arroyo Simi can 
be treated aestheti cally to renew their appearance.  Existi ng bridges can be 
enhanced with a consistent bridge treatment along the Greenway to appear 
associated and unifi ed with the trail system. 
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Along the Kadota Fig Trail north•
of the proposed S-Curve Park
(Key Study Area 12 and 12a)

North of Katherine Elementary•
School

North of Knolls School•
South of White Oak School•

Existi ng bridges are located:

Existi ng Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridgesb.

Existi ng bridges are a convenient existi ng amenity for 
trail users along the Arroyo Simi Greenway. The existi ng 
bridges should be treated aestheti cally to renew their 
appearance with a consistent bridge treatment to unify 
the Greenway trail system. 

East of Tierra Rejada Park (Key•
Study Area 1) *

At Elizondo Road, east of•
Sycamore Drive (Key Study Area
8 and 8a)

Sycamore Drive Community•
Center Park (Key Study Area 10
and 10a) *

* These existi ng bridges should eventually be replaced with new 
pedestrian/bicycle bridges (see Secti on 2.6c)

Locati on of Existi ng Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridges along the Greenway

Potenti al Future 
Bridge Replacement
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Install decorati ve Greenway ¾ 
lighti ng where applicable to 
create a cohesive Greenway (refer 

to Trail Lighti ng Program, Secti on 2.7)

Repaint existi ng bridges to ¾ 
match or complement proposed 
pedestrian/bicycle bridges (see 

Secti on 2.6c)

Repaint or replace existi ng ¾ 
bridge railing with decorati ve 
railing similar to proposed 
pedestrian/bicycle bridges if 
feasible (see Secti on 2.6c)

Existi ng bridge improvements shall include where feasible:

Existi ng bridges that need signifi cant upgrading should 
be repainted, and the existi ng railings repainted or 
replaced with a more decorati ve railing

Existi ng bridges that refl ect 
the Greenway aestheti c could 
incorporate new rock columns, 
decorati ve trail fencing and 
Greenway lighti ng

East of Tierra Rejada Park,

Looking East

North of Katherine School, Looking South

South of the Community Center,  Looking West

Elizondo 
Road,  
Looking 
East
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Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridges have been located in nine areas along the Greenway 
to facilitate crossing over the Arroyo Simi and its drainages in a safe, effi  cient and 
aestheti c manner. New pedestrian/bicycle bridges are proposed in the following 
locati ons:

Proposed Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridgesc.

New pedestrian/bicycle bridges are proposed where the 
trail crosses over the Arroyo Simi, and where the trail 
crosses an existi ng tributary drainage.  All proposed bridges 
shall not interfere with channel’s fl ood fl ow capacity, and 
shall consider potenti al future channel improvements 
where possible (refer also to Secti on 2.16) 

Locati on of Proposed Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridges

South of the City’s Waste Water•
Treatment Plant

Tierra Rejada Trailhead (Key•
Study Area 1) – Installed aft er the
trail connecti on to Moorpark is
completed

West of Madera Road (Key Study•
Area 2 and 2a) – Note that this
bridge could be constructed
mid-way between the proposed
bridge at the Tierra Rejada
Trailhead and Madera Road, and
thus eliminate the need for two
bridges

South of the proposed Easy Street•
Park (Key Study Area 3 and 3a)

West of Erringer Road at the•
proposed Cascade Overlook (Key
Study Area 6 and 6a)

East of Sycamore Drive south•
of the proposed Community
Center Park (Key Study Area 10
and 10a)

Between Sycamore Drive and•
Los Angeles Avenue connecti ng
to School Street

South of Darrah Volunteer Park•
(Key Study Area 11 and 11a)

Connecti ng  the drainage to•
White Oak School by Edgewood
Drive and River Wood Court
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Where feasible, bridges ¾ 
shall clear span the 
Arroyo Simi, and 
footi ngs and piers shall 
be located out of the 
typical fl ow line
Bridges shall be ¾ 
located above 100-year 
fl oodplain whenever 
feasible
Bridges shall be ¾ 
located to avoid nati ve 
vegetati on and placed in 
areas that have already 
been altered whenever 
possible
Locate bridges in areas ¾ 
with the shortest 
possible spans 

All bridge shall meet state and ¾ 
local building code requirements
Bridges shall be ADA accessible¾ 
Bridge shall have a consistent ¾ 
design throughout the 
Greenway
Decks shall consist of concrete ¾ 
or asphalt whenever feasible
Bridge railing should consist of a ¾ 
verti cal picket/pipe handrail or 
safety rail/wood rub rail
Finishes could consist of ¾ 
Weathering Steel or a Painted-
Weathering Steel
Visible bridge abutment walls ¾ 
shall receive a patt ern that 
is compati ble with the wall 
treatments (refer to Fencing and 

Walls, Secti on 2.13)

Surfaces of the slope paving that ¾ 
are too narrow for landscaping 
shall be treated to compliment 
the bridge abutment walls (refer 

to Fencing and Walls, Secti on 2.13)

Unless specifi ed, bridges shall ¾ 
be able to hold pedestrians and 
bicycle live loads, but vehicle 
loads are not required 
Signs shall be posted that ¾ 
vehicles are not permitt ed on 
pedestrians/bicycle bridges
Bridges shall be 12-foot wide ¾ 
minimum
All bridges shall meet AASHTO ¾ 
Guide Specifi cati ons for 
Pedestrian Bridges

Proposed pedestrian/bicycle bridges will apply the standards listed in Existi ng 
Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridges, Secti on 2.6b, and also have the following:

Locate bridges to ¾ 
minimize impacts to 
culturally and biologically 
signifi cant locati ons
Abutments should be ¾ 
able to incorporate 
decorati ve fi nishes such 
as rock form liners to 
appear more natural 
and minimize look of the 
concrete along the banks
Bridges shall be able ¾ 
to accommodate rock 
columns at the ends 
of bridges and ti e into 
surrounding trail fencing 
(refer to Fencing and Walls, 

Secti on 2.13)

Bridges should accommodate 
rock columns and trail fencing

Consider incorporati ng 
decorati ve handrails

2.6 -7

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

B R I D G E S    



B R I D G E S

e.
 P

R
O

P
O

SE
D

 P
ED

ES
TR

IA
N

/B
IC

YC
LE

 B
R

ID
G

ES

There are a variety of sizes required for clear spanning the 
Arroyo Simi, ranging from 50-feet to 275-feet, and several 
choices to make regarding bridge decking, railing, and 
fi nishes. Therefore, in order to preserve the consistency and 
uniformity along the Greenway, the Arroyo Simi Committ ee 
and City Park District Staff  decided on one bridge type that 
could apply to all spans along the Greenway and meet the 
aestheti c intent of this Specifi c Plan.

The Capstone Pedestrian Bridge System by Contech Bridge 
Soluti ons, Inc was chosen because truss height varies to allow 
a low abutment back wall for improved hydraulic effi  ciency, 
and the modifi ed bow truss design also allows a constant rail 
height for an unobstructed view over the top chord. Capstone 
is an ideal soluti on for the longer spans, but also works for 
shorter segments.  Over the years, the availability of this 
bridge might change, but the selected bridge shall meet the 
aestheti c of the Capstone Bridge and be equal in regards to 
scale and materials.  

Manufacturer:

Contech Bridge 
Soluti ons Inc

The larger spans will require a wood deck to allow for clear spans, 
and some may also need a central abutment.  As an alternate, 
installing two smaller bridges to reduce the costs of the very large 
spans (such as at the Waste Water Treatment Plant, Tierra Rejada 
Trailhead, Madera Road, Easy Street Park, Cascade Overlook, and 
Darrah Volunteer Park) will be allowed.

Capstone Pedestrian

Modifi ed Bow Truss
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• Preserve the character of the Greenway
environment by minimizing the visual impact of
Greenway lighting

• Install lighting that is unobtrusive, minimizes glare
and does not negatively impact  adjacent properties
and streets

• Encourage efficient lighting that is designed to
conserve energy and reduce long-term maintenance
costs

• Place fixtures to minimize conflict with trees and
utilities

Lighting in key areas along the Greenway is important to allow people to use the Greenway as an off-street connection in the 
evenings and early mornings.  The majority of the Arroyo Simi Greenway will not be lit, but some areas have been selected for 
lights because of expected need for bicyclists and pedestrians to safely navigate along the trail in the dark hours.  The proposed 
lighted corridors connect to schools to facilitate travel for after school activities and link to community centers and some major 
parks for encouraging evening use.

Fixed source trail lighting should be provided at high use areas to improve visibility along trail and at road intersections and 
provide an increased sense of security.  Accent lighting should be provided at gateway entrances to highlight the Greenway 
enhancement features as seen from the public roadways.

The lighting standards within this section intend to keep ambient lighting levels as low as possible in order to maintain the 
Greenway’s open space character and rural charm.  Greenway lighting should provide good visibility while minimizing glare and 
light spillage onto adjacent properties or streets. It is the intent of this section to encourage the installation and use of outdoor 
lighting systems that conserve energy without decreasing safety or security, and enhance nighttime enjoyment of key areas 
along the Greenway.

Lighting Program Intent

• Consistently use lighting fixtures throughout the
Greenway to create a unified and safe trail system

• Provide lights along key highly used trail corridors to
add to the use and enjoyment of the Greenway, while
increasing nighttime safety and security

• Incorporate lighting to highlight focal points along the trail
system

• Install uniquely designed lights at the Arroyo Simi
and road intersections to enhance the visibility of the
Greenway to bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists

L I G H T I N G  P R O G R A M 
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1.	 Entry Lighting – Used at 
roadway intersections and 
existing automobile bridges to 
highlight the Greenway entry 
features and signage

See Section 2.7a

Greenway light fixtures have been selected for the Arroyo Simi Greenway, which 
has a unique character that reinforces the Greenway design theme, and uses 
lighting fixtures from the same family with a variety of lanterns and consistent 
poles to ensure uniformity and familiarity in visual appearance.  There are two 
main categories of lights proposed along the Greenway:

2.7. 1	Sustainable Elements

2.	 Trail Lighting – Used 
along the trails, 
bridges and under 
crossings where 
specified 

See Section 2.7b

	Limit the number of light fixtures 
in select locations to provide well 
directed light necessary for security 
and safety at key areas, and to 
highlight focal points/public art 

	Lighting shall be provided at all 
Greenway entrances, and for under 
crossings

	Maintain trail lighting along the 
Greenway through the night, but 
consider incorporating lower levels 
and/or sensors between midnight 
and sunrise

	Use hooded and shielded lighting or 
flush/recessed or frosted lens that 
do not cast glare

•	 Greenway light 
fixtures should 
utilize technological 
advancements in 
order to reduce 
energy consumption

•	 The use of low voltage 
lighting is encouraged 
wherever possible 
to reduce energy 
consumption

•	 LED light fixtures are 
encouraged along the 
Greenway

•	 LEDs and circuit boards 
should be recyclable, 
and contain no 
hazardous substances

•	 Solar powered lights 
should be used when 
feasible and should 
have a low maintenance 
battery back up

•	 Solar lights shall be 
placed in locations that 
are not shaded

•	 Wind generated energy 
should be used when 
feasible

•	 Programmable timers 
and motion sensor lights 
should be used where 
feasible 

2.7. 2	Lighting Standards
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS



se
ct

io
n 

2.
7   

LI
G

H
TI

N
G

 P
RO

G
RA

M
  

	Prohibit lighting directed toward 
the Arroyo Simi habitat areas  
(refer to Section 2.16a)

	Direct lights downward to 
avoid spill-over onto adjacent 
properties, and maintain light 
levels that are not a nuisance to 
adjacent properties 

	Select fixtures to achieve a well 
directed “ambient” light with a 
full cutoff, and filters or shields 
to minimize glare and avoid 
reflecting lighting onto adjoining 
properties

	Greenway lights should be a 
pedestrian scale and mounted 
between 14- to 20-feet in height

	Greenway light fixtures shall 
be durable, weather resistant, 
low maintenance and vandal 
resistant

	Limit the number of light fixtures 
in select locations to provide well 
directed light necessary for security 
and safety at key areas, and to 
highlight focal points/public art 

	Lighting shall be provided at all 
Greenway entrances, and for under 
crossings

	Maintain trail lighting along the 
Greenway through the night, but 
consider incorporating lower levels 
and/or sensors between midnight 
and sunrise

	Use hooded and shielded lighting or 
flush/recessed or frosted lens that 
do not cast glare

2.7. 2	Lighting Standards

	Greenway light fixtures 
shall be easy to retrofit

	“Dark Sky Friendly” 
fixtures certified by the 
International Dark Sky 
Association (IDA) are 
recommended

	Lighting color and 
finishes shall be brown 
to match the recycled 
corten steel sign posts 
along the Greenway

	Use only warm colored 
lighting to provide 
a more friendly 
appearance and 
emphasize the warm 
tones of the Greenway 
materials and finishes

	Provide water 
proof wall or ceiling 
mounted lights under 
existing automobile 
bridges with existing 
or proposed under 
crossings

	Greenway light poles 
shall be able to 
support banners (refer 
to Section 2.12g for 
additional information)

Direct lights downward to avoid spill-
over onto adjacent properties 2.7 -3
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Typical locations of Entry Lighting 
along the Greenway

	Entry lighting is considered  
supplemental streetscape lighting 
for decorative purposes only, 
and is not intended to light the 
street but instead highlight the 
Greenway entrances and focal 
points

	Specify entry light fixtures that 
have a Craftsman style to create a 
warm and welcoming statement 
at Greenway entrances 

	Space entry lighting between 
existing street lights and 
utilities when feasible and avoid 
disrupting the public lighting 
system 

	If light fixtures are proposed over 
public roadways, they shall meet 
Caltrans recommended horizontal 
and vertical clearances 

	Use lighting to highlight entry 
treatments such as accent 
vegetation and entry walls

a.	 Entry Lighting

Entry lighting shall be provided at the Greenway entrances 
to provide a welcoming and pleasant impression of the 
Arroyo Simi for passing traffic.  The entries are the most 
visible portion of the Greenway and providing lighting will 
highlight the trail system to potential trail users and clearly 
identify the multiple entrances to the trail system.  

Entry light fixtures should be used in the following locations:

•	 Primary and secondary entrances (refer to Project Entries, Section 2.11)

•	 Lighting Focal Point/Public Art areas (refer to Section 2.15)

•	 Along existing automobile bridges where feasible (refer to Section 2.6a)

Secondary Gateway

Secondary Gateway with	
Focal Point/Public Art

Primary Gateway

Primary Gateway with 
Focal Point/Public Art	

Incorporate Greenway lighting to highlight gateway 
signage and identify the multiple entrances to the trail
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	Incorporate up lighting to 
illuminate gateway signage when 
appropriate (refer to Project Entries, 
Section 2.11)

	Consider the entry from a variety 
of vantage points from the 
roadway, and place entry lighting 
so the gateway features can be 
easily seen by pedestrians and 
motorists 

	Retrofit existing lighting at entries 
to meet the Greenway lighting 
program where feasible, or 
add new Greenway fixtures to 
supplement existing lighting at 
entries

	Existing street lights could be 
retrofitted to combine both 
vehicular and pedestrian scale 
lamps and an ornamental base

	Entry Lighting located adjacent to 
residential areas shall incorporate 
standards from Section 2.7b.1 

	Entry lighting is considered  
supplemental streetscape lighting 
for decorative purposes only, 
and is not intended to light the 
street but instead highlight the 
Greenway entrances and focal 
points

	Specify entry light fixtures that 
have a Craftsman style to create a 
warm and welcoming statement 
at Greenway entrances 

	Space entry lighting between 
existing street lights and 
utilities when feasible and avoid 
disrupting the public lighting 
system 

	If light fixtures are proposed over 
public roadways, they shall meet 
Caltrans recommended horizontal 
and vertical clearances 

	Use lighting to highlight entry 
treatments such as accent 
vegetation and entry walls

a.1	   Entry Lighting Standards 

Entry Lighting shall incorporate the Greenway Lighting Standards from Section 
2.7.1, and include the following:

Entry light fixtures should 
provide a welcoming and 

pleasant impression of 
the Greenway
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•

•

•

Through the proposed Easy Street Park, south across the proposed 
pedestrian/bicycle bridge, along the south side of the Arroyo west to 
the potential easement at Sinaloa Road and southeast to Los Angeles 
Avenue at 5th Street (Key Study Area 3)

Along the south side of the Arroyo Simi east of Sycamore Drive to 
the proposed pedestrian/bicycle bridge, north through the proposed 
Community Center Park, along the existing Tapo Canyon Drainage 
Trail to Los Angeles Avenue (Key Study Areas 8 and 10)

Through the proposed park expansion at Darrah Volunteer Park, south 
across the proposed pedestrian/bicycle bridge, and along the south 
side of the Arroyo Simi to Sequoia Avenue (Key Study Area 11)

It is not the intent of this Specific Plan to light the entire 
Greenway, but there are three key areas along the 
Greenway that are suggested to be lit due to anticipated 
high evening and early morning use. Trail lighting shall 
safely light the Greenway trail system and highlight primary 
focal points. 

There are three key areas along the Greenway where the trail segments are 
proposed to be lit at night due to anticipated high evening use:

b. Trail Lighting

Trail lighting should safely light key corridors

1

1

3

2

2

3

Key locations of Trail Lighting along the Greenway 2.7-6
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• Consider lighting highly
used parks, rest areas
and restrooms (refer to
Parks, Section 2.8, Rest Areas/
Overlooks, Section 2.9, and Site
Furnishings Program, Section
2.14 e) in particular those
along the lighted corridor

o Easy Street Park
(Key Study Area 3)

o Community Center
Park (Key Study
Area 10 and 10a)

o Darrah Volunteer
Park (Key Study
Area 11)

o S-Curve Park (Key
Study Area 12)

• Existing and proposed
pedestrian/bicycle bridge
crossings (refer to Sections 2.6b and
2.6c) in particular those along the
lighted corridor

o West of Madera Road
(Key Study Area 2 and 2a)

o South of the proposed
Easy Street Park (Key
Study Area 3)

o East of Sycamore Drive
south of the proposed
Community Center Park
(Key Study Area 10 and
10a)

o Between Sycamore Drive
and Los Angeles Avenue
connecting to School
Street

o South of Darrah
Volunteer Park (Key Study
Area 11 and 11a)

• Along the Greenway trail
system at key locations

o See previous page

• Proposed and existing under
crossings (refer to Section 2.16c),
in particular those along the
lighted corridor

o Sycamore Drive
o Sequoia Avenue

Trail light fixtures shall be installed in the following locations:

• Consider primary Greenway
trailheads, especially when
along a designated lighted
trail corridor (refer to Section 2.4)

o Sequoia Avenue
Trailhead

o Darrah Volunteer
Park Trailhead

Provide lighting 
at key areas along 

the Greenway 
which have 

high anticipated 
evening and early 

morning use

2.7 -7

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

L I G H T I N G  P R O G R A M 



L I G H T I N G  P R O G R A M

b.
 T

RA
IL

 L
IG

H
TI

N
G

	Use trail lighting to highlight 
key focal points/public art and 
accent vegetation 

	Trail lighting in residential areas 
shall be placed to minimize 
visual obtrusions from lighting 
along the Greenway 

	Use solar energy to reduce 
trenching and electrical costs 
when feasible

b.1	 Trail Lighting Standards 

Trail lighting fixtures shall be designed consistently to develop a unified 
Greenway lighting program, and may include a unique Trail Light (such 
as top photo) or be similar to Entry Lights (such as bottom photo)

Use lighting to 
highlight accent 
vegetation along 
the trail 

Trail Lighting shall incorporate the Greenway Lighting 
Standards from Section 2.7.1, and include the following:

	Trail lighting shall use the same light pole and color as 
the entry lights, but shall have a hooded fixture with a 
full shade to reduce glare on to adjacent properties and 
to minimize chances of vandalism

	Trail lighting may incorporate entry lighting fixtures if 
deemed appropriate  

2.7-8
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• Park vegetation should contain drought-
tolerant and/or native shrubs and trees that
provide appealing smells and textures adjacent
to the Arroyo Simi, although turf areas will be
allowed where necessary

• Parks should provide open turf areas to allow
for informal play and recreational areas

• Parks located adjacent to residential areas shall
be carefully designed to incorporate privacy
considerations and minimize security impacts

Parks Intent

• There should be a mix of both passive or active
park spaces along the Greenway

• The most visible part of the parks should
be welcoming pedestrian areas with casual
gathering places containing benches and
scattered picnic tables buffered by green spaces

• Parks should include design features which
ensure safety, comfort and accessibility for
everyone

There are several existing parks adjacent to the Arroyo Simi, and the proposed trail on the south side of the Arroyo will 
better connect them to the Greenway.  There are also several vacant parcels adjacent to the Greenway that are large 
enough to facilitate park expansion and pocket parks, and provide additional destinations and recreational opportunities 
for trail users.

Well designed parks can attract local residents as well as tourists to the Greenway, and workers and shoppers can 
enjoy parks within walking distance as a refreshing lunchtime setting.  Community involvement and participation in the 
programming and design of the parks will increase use and enjoyment.  When programming the parks, consideration 
should be given to neighborhood residents needing recreational space as well as Greenway visitors, and park facilities 
should consider the needs of all age groups. 

Different types of parks will be provided along the Greenway to develop a system of parks, which together can meet a 
variety of community needs and serve distinctly different purposes such as recreation or passive uses.  Increased park 
facilities combined with good design can increase the effective capacity of the Greenway, and help develop a mass of 
activities which makes the community feel vital, interesting and attractive.

P A R K S 
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2.
8 There are two types of parks proposed along the 

Arroyo Simi Greenway:
Key Study Areas were identified for this Specific Plan, and detailed conceptual plans and 
sketches were developed for several pocket parks and park expansion areas along the 
Greenway.  These Key Study Areas are identified in the map below and under the list 
of locations within this Section in 2.8a and 2.8b.   Unique development standards have 
been created based on these plans and sketches, and they are defined within this Parks 
section.

Refer to Key Study Areas identified in the Site Development Plan, Section 2.1

Two of the proposed parks, Easy Street Pocket Park and portions of S-Curve Pocket Park, 
are currently under private ownership and thus are not included within the Master 
CUP.  However, should these areas be developed as parks in the future, the CUP will be 
modified to accommodate them, and the designs will be consistent with the standards 
set forth in this Specific Plan.

•	 Pocket Parks – Vacant parcels adjacent to 
the Greenway that have the potential for 
acquisition and are sizable enough to provide 
recreation opportunities for pocket parks

•	 Park Expansion - Areas where an existing 
park is adjacent to the Greenway, but seen as 
separate from the trail system and not utilizing 
its full recreational potential yet provides 
opportunities to expand the Greenway

Parks Key Study Area Locations
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2.8.1	 Sustainable Elements

Parks shall include sustainable materials and 
maintenance practices whenever feasible 

Parks shall use permeable 
paving and recycled 
materials whenever 
feasible

Parks should incorporate stormwater 
infiltration into their designs where possible

•	 Parks shall use permeable paving such as 
flagstone on sand, pervious concrete, recycled 
tire mulch, and decomposed granite 

•	 Parks should specify recycled materials for 
paving such as concrete, tiles, and blue glass

•	 Parks shall  use reclaimed materials such as 
boulders, river rock, bricks, pavers, and granite 
cobblestones

•	 Parks should use “rain garden” and “bio-filter” 
infiltration for storm water management 
whenever feasible

•	 Parks shall specify native and/or drought-
tolerant vegetation whenever feasible

Refer to Section 3.0 for additional information
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