
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1233 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SIMI VALLEY APPROVING DEVELOPMENT CODE 
AMENDMENT Z-S-716 TO ALLOW UP TO SIX HENS ON 
SINGLE-FAMILY PROPERTIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
AN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AND A DETERMINATION 
THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM THE 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant, City of Simi Valley, requests approval of 

Development Code Amendment Z-S-716 to allow up to six hens on single-family 
properties in conjunction with an educational program; and 
 

WHEREAS, based upon evidence and testimony at the public hearing on 
January 12, 2015, and the findings contained in the Planning Commission staff report 
dated December 17, 2014, the Planning Commission of the City of Simi Valley 
recommended approval of Z-S-716. 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 15301 of the California 

Environmental Quality Act, the project qualifies as Categorically Exempt and a Notice of 
Exemption was prepared. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIMI 
VALLEY DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  
 

SECTION 1. Based upon the evidence and testimony at the public 
hearing of January 12, 2015, and on the findings contained in the staff report dated 
January 12, 2015, incorporated herein by reference and hereby adopted, Development 
Code Amendment   Z-S-716 to allow up to six hens in single-family zones in conjunction 
with an educational program, attached hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby approved. 

 
SECTION 2. The City Clerk shall cause this ordinance or a summary 

hereof to be published in a newspaper of general circulation, published in the County of 
Ventura and circulated in the City, and if applicable, to be posted, in accordance with 
Section 36933 of the California Government Code; shall certify to the adoption of this 
ordinance and shall cause a certified copy of this ordinance, together with proof of 
publication, to be filed in the Office of the Clerk of this City. 
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SECTION 3. This ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force and 

effect at 12:01 a.m. on the thirty-first (31st) day after its passage. 
 

PASSED and ADOPTED this 26th day of January 2015. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
/s/  /s/  
Ky Spangler, Assistant City Clerk  Robert O. Huber, Mayor of the City of  
  Simi Valley, California 
 
 
Approved as to Form:  Approved as to Content: 
 
 
/s/  /s/  
Lonnie J. Eldridge, City Attorney  Eric J. Levitt, City Manager 
 
 
 /s/  
  Peter Lyons, Director 
 Department of Environmental Services
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EXHIBIT A 
 
The Simi Valley Municipal Code Section 9-44.060.E, Standards for Farm Animals, is 
hereby revised to include a new Section 8 to allow for a Permit for Hen Projects, as 
follows: 
 
8. Hen Projects 

a. The person conducting the hen project must be: 1) attending a course 
related to animal husbandry in an educational classroom environment; or 
2) a member of a regional or nationally recognized non-profit organization, 
in which the person participates in a program that is associated with the 
raising and caring of farm animals.  

b. A Zoning Clearance (valid for one year) will be issued to the person and 
property owner to allow for a maximum of six hens (roosters not permitted) 
in conjunction with a hen project. The Zoning Clearance can be renewed 
on an annual basis. 

c. The property must contain a single-family dwelling and be zoned for 
single-family use (OS, RE, RVL, RL, RM, and RMod Zoning Districts), with 
a minimum of 8,000 square feet. 

d. The hens must be kept in a coop and enclosed area with a minimum of 
three square feet and a maximum of six square feet per hen. The 
maximum height allowed for the coop is six feet. 

e. The coop and enclosure must be located in the rear yard and setback ten 
feet from the side and rear property line. 

f. Animal Keeping requirements per Section 9-44.060.C must be met, 
including maintenance standards for the chicken coop and not disturbing 
the neighborhood. 

 

 

 


