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ORDINANCE NO. 1229 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SIMI VALLEY APPROVING MUNICIPAL CODE 
AMENDMENT Z-S-710 FOR WILDLIFE REHABILITATION 
FACILITIES IN THE LIMITED FARM ANIMAL OVERLAY 
ZONE AND THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
THEREFOR 

 
WHEREAS, the applicant, Anna Reams, requests approval of Municipal 

Code Amendment Z-S-710 to allow Wildlife Rehabilitation Facilities in the Limited Farm 
Animal (L) Overlay Zone with a Conditional Use Permit; and 
 

WHEREAS, based upon evidence and testimony at the public hearing on 
August 6, 2014, and the findings contained in the Planning Commission staff report 
dated August 6, 2014, the Planning Commission of the City of Simi Valley 
recommended approval of Z-S-710. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIMI 
VALLEY DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1. The findings for approval of the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration contained in Exhibit 1 of the City Council Staff Report dated September 29, 
2014, and incorporated herein by reference are approved. 
 

SECTION 2. The Mitigated Negative Declaration is approved. 
 

SECTION 3. Based upon the evidence and testimony at the public 
hearing of September 29, 2014, and on the findings contained in the staff report dated 
September 29, 2014, incorporated herein by reference, Municipal Code Amendment    
Z-S-710 to allow wildlife rehabilitation facilities in the Limited Farm Animal Overlay Zone 
with a Conditional Use Permit, attached hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby approved. 

 
SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall cause this ordinance or a summary 

hereof to be published in a newspaper of general circulation, published in the County of 
Ventura and circulated in the City, and if applicable, to be posted, in accordance with 
Section 36933 of the California Government Code; shall certify to the adoption of this 
ordinance and shall cause a certified copy of this ordinance, together with proof of 
publication, to be filed in the Office of the Clerk of this City. 
  



 
 

  ORD. NO. 1229 
 
 
 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall go into effect and be in full force and 
effect at 12:01 a.m. on the thirty-first (31st) day after its passage. 
 

PASSED and ADOPTED this 13th day of October 2014. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
/s/  /s/  
Ky Spangler, Assistant City Clerk  Robert O. Huber, Mayor of the City of  
  Simi Valley, California 
 
 
Approved as to Form:  Approved as to Content: 
 
 
/s/  /s/  
Lonnie J. Eldridge, City Attorney  Eric J. Levitt, City Manager 
 
 
 /s/  
  Peter Lyons, Director 
 Department of Environmental Services
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EXHIBIT A 
 

Simi Valley Municipal Code Sections 9-44.050 and 9-44.060.D are amended as 
follows: 

Chapter 9-44.050 – Animal Facilities 

This Section provides standards for the design, construction, and maintenance of 
specialized animal facilities. See also Section 9-44.060 (Animal Keeping).  

A. Animal hospitals. An animal hospital shall be completely enclosed within a 
soundproofed building.  

B. Equestrian facilities. Commercial equestrian stables and arenas shall comply with 
the following standards.  

1. Minimum lot area. No commercial equestrian riding/rental stable, boarding 
stable or show arena shall be allowed on a site of less than three acres.  

2. Access. Each commercial rental/riding or commercial boarding stable or 
combination thereof including either of the two, shall have direct access to the 
City's equestrian trail system. A commercial show arena, when not in 
combination with either a riding/rental stable or boarding stable, shall not be 
subject to this requirement.  

C. Wildlife Rehabilitation Facilities.  Wildlife Rehabilitation Facilities (Wildlife 
Facilities) are facilities, whose purpose is the care and release back into the natural 
environment, of injured and orphaned wild animals.  Wildlife Facilities shall comply 
with the following standards.   

1. Wildlife Facilities must be located on Residential properties in the Limited 
Farm Animal-overlay zone, have a minimum of 20,000 square feet, and have a 
City-issued Conditional Use Permit. 

2. Wildlife Facilities must have all applicable County, State and Federal permits 
prior to issuance of a Conditional Use Permit. 

3. The animals that may be treated must be indigenous to the State of California, 
including game birds, protected nongame birds, resident small game mammals, 
nongame mammals, furbearing mammals, reptiles and amphibians.  The 
following animals are prohibited at the Wildlife Facility:  mountain lions, elk, 
adult deer (e.g., deer that have lost their fawn spots), wild pigs, antelope, 
bighorn sheep, bear, big game mammals as defined in California Code of 
Regulations section 350 of Title 14, or animals that are exotic to the State of 
California (ferrets, Burmese pythons, African lions, and other animals as 
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defined in California Code of Regulations section 671 of Title 14, and the 
California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife publication “Manual No. 671 (2/25/92) 
Importation, Transportation And Possession Of Restricted Species” or 
subsequent updates). 

4. The maximum number of animals on-site at any one time, must be identified in 
the Conditional Use Permit. 

5. Except as allowed under paragraph 6 below, once treatment is completed, 
animals must be either released into the wild, transferred to a permitted facility, 
or humanely euthanized.  Animals may not be released to the surrounding 
area unless they originated in this area.   

6. Resident wild animals may be kept on site as part of the maximum number of 
animals on-site at any one time, only if they cannot survive upon release back 
into the wild and are either related to facility operations or are used for off-site, 
educational presentations.  The applicant must have the applicable County, 
State and Federal permits. 

7. Wildlife Facilities must be an accessory use to the primary residential use, and 
the permittee of the City’s Conditional Use Permit must be the owner-occupant 
of the property. 

8. Only Wildlife Facility employees and/or volunteers (maximum of two on-site at 
one time) are allowed at the Wildlife Facility site.  No programs or events 
related to the Facility may be held on-site. 

9. Wildlife Facilities must provide the following setbacks: 

a. All structures used to house wildlife, must be located behind the 
residence on the parcel and must maintain side and rear setbacks in 
compliance with the adopted Simi Valley Municipal Code, unless the site 
abuts a nonoverlay zoned property.  

b. Setbacks for the wildlife enclosures abutting nonoverlay zoned property 
must be a minimum of 20 feet when a Limited Farm Animal Overlay 
zoned property abuts nonoverlay zoned property.  

c. All wildlife enclosures, except for aviaries, including pens, uncovered 
stables, and similar wildlife containment structures that are not fully 
enclosed with solid walls, shall provide a minimum distance of 50 feet 
from any legally existing off-site structure used for human occupancy or 
habitation, other than the residence of the owner or keeper of the 
animals.
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Chapter 9-44.060.D – Standards for animals other than farm animals  

9-44.060.D.5.  Wild and exotic animals.  No wild or exotic animal, nor any animal not 
normally considered a farm animal or domesticated household pet, shall be kept within 
any zoning district in the City, except as allowed to be kept per Section 9-44.050.C. 

 

 

 


